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Liſted in the form of an occaſtonal ſermon, in ; 


he concluded that a treatiſe on the 200 important 
elit of uſeful. f 

neſs ; and he accordingly has be rd confer able i 
pains in making the neceſſary alterations, | 
The ſentiments and arguments of the ſermon have © 
been ſcrupulouſly preſerved, as far as they ſeemed + 
material to the ſubjet ; the whole has been reviſed © 
with the reg care and attention; very large 
additions have been made, the thoughts have been ar. 
ranged in a neu manner, and the author has gone 
as ; in making the treatiſe complete, according to 
his views and ability, as was conſiſtent with the 
compaſs preſcribed to him for he deemed it better 
to retrench and abridge, than, by advancing the 
price, to throw any hindrance in the way of its 
circulation. | | . f 
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all our enquiriescolicerning the beſt methods of 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tur apoſtle Paul was evidently a man of 


ſtrong paſſions, and peculiar ſenſibility: and 
being by divine grace exceedingly filled with 
love to the Lord Jeſus, and to the ſouls of men, 
his mind was affetted with the moſt lively emo- 
tions of joy or ſorrow, hope or fear, according to 
the tidings he received from the ſeveral churches 
of Chriſt. At one time he complains, that © he 
„has noreſt in his fleſh,” © is filled with heavi- 
* neſs,” and * can no longer forbear;” and that 
he © writes out of much affliction and anguiſh of 
<« heart, with many tears :” at another, he declares, 
that * he is filled with comfort, and is exceed. 
ingly joyful in all his tribulation, being com- 
& forted by the faith of his beloved children;” for 
% now,” ſays he, we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the 
„Lord.“ He ſeems indeed to intimate, that theſe 
were © things which concerned his infirmities:“ 
and doubtleſs this ſanguine diſpoſition requires 
much correction and regulation by divine grace; 
but, when it is thus tempered, and ede el wee 
by proportionable humility, wiſdom, patience, and 
diſintereſtedneſs, it mi be conſidered as the main 
ſpring of a miniſter's activity. And as theſe united 
qualifications e conduced very much to 
the apoſtle's extraordinary uſefulneſs, ſo they 

render his epiſtles peculiarly intereſting to us, in 


1 E 
promoting the enlargement and proſperity of the 


church, and the edification of all the true diſ- 
ciples of the Lord Jeſus. | 


Among other peculiarities of his manner, it 


eſpecially ſuits our preſent purpoſe to notice the 
animated glow of joy and affection, with which 
he addreſſes his chriſtian brethren—Thus, when 
writing to the Philippians, he abruptly breaks 
forth, J thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you; always im every prayer of mine for you 
* all making requeſt with joy.” From the ſame 
fulneſs of heart he afterwards adds, Many 
* walk of whom I have told you often, and now 
tell you, even weeping, that they are enemies 
„% to the croſs of Chriſt; whoſe erd eis deſtruction, 
* whole god is their belly, and whoſe glory 1s in 
their ſhame; who mind earthly things.” (Phil. 
111. 18, 19.) 


There are, alas! too many profeſſors of the 
goſpel in molt places, whoſe conduct would con- 
ſtrain a believer of far leſs gracious ſenfibility 
than holy Paul, to weep at every recollection of 
them : but there are others alſo, on whole account 
we ought to © bleſs God without ceaſing, whilſt 
„% we remember their work of faith, and labour 
* of love, and patience of hope in the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” (1 Theſſ. i-g.) Every faithful and affec- 


tionate paſtor, therefore, will find cauſe for alter- 


people, among whom he hath been called to 
labour, > 


29 But,while the apoſtle ſaw great cauſe for thank- 
„ fulneſs on account of what the Lord had done for 
the Philippians, yet he was equally diſpoſed to 
pray for them continually; not only, leſt they 
ſhould decline in zeal and diligence, but that they 
might make ſtill greater progreſs in every thing 
pertaining to genuine chriſtianity. * For God,” 


nate ſorrow and joy, whilſt he reflects on the 


4 3 Prey 
r 


— Ree ane et 51, 


* 


121 
ſays he, © is my record, how greatly I long after 
* yon all inthe bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. And this 
* I pray, that your love may abound yet more 
* and more, in knowledge and in all judgement; 
that ye may approve things that be excellent; 
** that ye may be ſincere and without offence, till 
„the day of Chriſt; being filled with all the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Gay 
** Chrift unto the praiſe and glory of God.” 
(Phil. i. 8—11.) And in the ſubſequent parts of 
the epiſtle, he very copiouſly and pathetically 
exhorts them to follow after all thoſe very things, 


for which he had molt fervently prayed in their 
behalf. 


Theſe remarks on the writings of St. Paul may 


Tuggeſt ſome reflections, which are ſuited to in- 
troduce the ſubject of this treatiſe. A great part 


of that confuſion, which pervades the difcourles 
of many perſons on religious topics, ariſes from 
mattention to the different characters of thoſe, 
concerning whom the ſacred writers ſpeak, or to 


whom they addreſs their inſtructions. In all en- 


deavours to do good to the ſouls of men, it is 


_ eſpecially neceſſary, that we © rightly divide the 


* word of truth ;” and apply it to the hearts and 


conſciences of the perſons addrefled, according 


to their various characters and ſituations: for the 
portion which ſuits one man may be as improper 
for another, as the ſame medicine is for perſons 
labouring under diſeaſes of a contrary nature, If 
therefore the wiſe attention of the ſacred writers 
to this important concern be overlooked by their 
readers; there will be the greateſt reaſon to fear, 
leſt they ſhould wreſt even the words of inſpira- 
tion to their own deſtruction. | 


Every man, who will take the pains to examine, 
muſt be convinced, that the apoſtles addreſſed 
themſelves to ignorant idolaters, careleſs ſinners, 


l 


3 bigotted Jews, proud Phariſees, profane ſcoffers, 
| or hypocritical abuſers of the goſpel, in a manner 


adapted to their ſeveral caſes: that they employed 
very different language, and uſed far other 


topics, when they were inſtructing ſerious en- 


quirers, encouraging broken-hearted penitents, 
or © reſtoring, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, ſuch as 
had been overtaken in a fault:“ and that they 
1 forward inſtructions and exhortations of 


2 different nature, when they wrote to eſtabliſh 


believers, or to thoſe who had newly embraced 


the goſpel ; and were full of zeal, but in _ 
de 


of being miſled by falſe teachers, or drawn a 
by manifold temptations, 


It is, therefore, evident that the exhortations 
of the apoſtles, and their prayers for the progreſs 
of their people in all holy affections and conduct, 
are entirely conſiſtent with the doctrines of grace, 
for which they in other parts moſt zealouſly con- 
tend: ſeeing they have an excluſive reference to 


perſons, who * having been juſtified by faith, 


* had 8 with God through our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt;” “ in whom they had redemption 


$6 mob, 'n his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 


* their fins, according to the riches of his grace :” 
For the Lord had © ſaved them, and called them 
„ with an holy calling, not according to their own 
works, but according to his own purpoſe and 
„ grace, given them in Chriſt Jeſus before the 
« world began;“ and the ſecurity of the new 
covenant engaged to them, that they ſhould “ be 
* kept by the power of God, through faith unto 
% ſalvation.” In imitation, therefore, of this 
example, and with a moſt zealous attachment to 
the ſame doftrines, the miniſters of Chriſt ſhould 
now alſo exhort thoſe, whom, with heart-felt 
ſatisfaction, they regard as true believers, to fol- 
low after every branch of that holineſs, which 


the apoſtles moſt pathetically recommended to 


their beloved children: and aſſuredly we fin 
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againſt che Lord, if we ceaſe to pray for them in 


the ſame ſtyle and manner, 


The enſuing treatiſe being eſpecially intended, 


for the benefit of thoſe, who make a creditable 


and explicit profeſſion of the peculiar doctrines 
of the goſpel, nothing will be ſpoken of thoſe 
dottrines, in a way of neee or expla- 
nation; and very little addreſſed to ſuch as do not 
believe them. The particular ſubje& of enquiry 
will be in what that growth in grace, and pro- 


greſs in the divine life conſiſts, to which the apoſ- 


tles ſo ſtrenuoully and repeatedly exhort their 
chriſtian brethren? And on what account, they 
were ſo earneſt about theſe things, with thoſe of 
whoſe converſion and ſalvation they had the fulleſt 
confidence? But as it is purpoſed to. conſider. 
both the exhortations and prayers of the ſacred 
writers, eſpecially thoſe of the apoſtolical epiſtles; 
it will be requiſite to make a few more intro- 
ductory remarks. 


I. The frequent and fervent prayers, with 
which the inſtructions of the inſpired writers are 
interſperſed, decidedly prove, that“ all holy de- 
* ſires, all good counſels, and all juſt works,” 
are from God; as our liturgy well expreſſes it: 
or, in the ſtill more emphatic language of inſpi- 
ration, that © every good gift, and every perfect 
„gift is from above; and cometh down from the 
" Father of lights.” Indeed every prayer for wiſ- 


dom, holineſs, or ability to perform good works, 


evidently implies, that communications from the 


fountain of perfection are neceſſary, in order to 


render us wiſe or holy ; that we are warranted to 
expect ſuch communications, notwithſtanding our 


unworthineſs; and that we ought to defire, apply 


for, and depend on them, in all our undertakings. 
They, therefore, who form higher not1ons of the 
native powers, reſources, and excellencies of fallen 
man, mult be very 1 in preſenting 


| E 

Prayers to this effect: and their religion muſt be 
very different from that of thoſe primitive be- 
lievers, who expected every good gift from the 
Father of lights, through Jelus Chriſt, and by 
the ſupply of his Spirit. From the fulneſs of the 
divine Saviour, they all received; that fulneſs 
ſtill remains unexhauſted and undiminiſhed; and 
would we emulate their ſuperior attainments, 
imitate their bright examples, or aſpire to a large 
meafure of their uſefulneſs: the way 1s plainly 
marked out to us in the words of our Lot in his 
apoſtles, —** He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
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out me ye can do nothing.” (John xv. 5.) 


But the apoſtles, did not deem prayers, in behalf 
of their brethren, incompatible with exhortations 
to them, as their conſtant practice incontrovertibly 
proves. Many profeſſors of the goſpel continu- 
ally expreſs their aſtoniſhment, that their oppo- 
nents cannot find the doftrines of grace in the 
facred ſcriptures: and it is indeed a juſt ſubject 
of ſurpriſe, for they are written there as with a 
Tun-beam. But 1s it not equally ſo, that any man, 
who ſeems to reverence and to examine the word 
of God, ſhould overlook all the exhortations and 
admonitions with which it abounds, as if they had 
mever been written, or as if we had no concern in 
them? Yet this is actually the caſe: numbers, are 


Hearts and conſciences of thoſe, who are attached 
to the doctrines of grace, though without doubt 
they are, as much as theſe, a part of the“ counſel 
* of God;” and as ſtrongly marked in ſcripture. 


riety of prejudices, where the heart appears to 


divided; whilſt the real parent, in unfeigned 
affection, rather choſe to riſk the loſs of her ſon, 
than accede to ſuch a propoſal, (1 Kings, w, 26.) 


— 


the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for with- 


Jure to object againſt every attempt to bring them 
forward, and to apply them with energy to the 


— Many allowances indeed muſt be made fora va- 


be upright: yet it should be remembered, that 
the pretended mother conlented to have the child 


not conſent to any ſuch mutilation. 
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CET. 
When profeſſors are thus diſpoſed to curtail the 
ſcriptures, it may be reaſonably ſuſpefted that 


they do not cordially love them: but he, who 


from his heart ſays to the Lord, © thy word is 
very pure, therefore thy ſervant loveth it,“ will 
He loves 
every part of the ſacred volume, becauſe it is 
all very pure: and even when he meets with pal- 
ſages, which excite his fears leſt he ſhould come 
ſhort of the promiſed bleſſings; he does not reje& 
or turn from them on that account; but meditates 
on them, till he becomes more watchtul, diligent, 
and fervent in prayer: and thus finds that the 
whole of the word of God, “does good to him 
* that walketh uprightly.” | | 

II. The exhortations of the apoſtles were princi- 
pally addreſſed to ſuch as they believed to 2 real 


chriſtians, children of God and heirs of heaven: 
and their prayers in behalf of theſe perſons elpe- 


cially related to their ſpiritual growth and pro- 
ficiency. Hence we may certainly conclude, 
that there is ſomething in chriſtianity, both defir- 
able and attainable, bees the preſent comfort 
and the eternal ſalvation of the individuals, who 


have already embraced it. Indeed the fſalvatian 


of one ſoul is an object of ſuch magnitude, as no 
temporal intereſt 1s worthy to ſtand in competition 
with; but the glory of God, in the credit and 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, and the everlaſting ſtate of 
immenſe multitudes, as connetted with it, are be- 
yond compariſon more important. That /elfi/h- 


neſs, however, which is natural to fallen creatures, 


does not yield to any ſyſtem of doctrine; unleſs it 


be accompanied by the renewing influences of the 


Holy Spirit: but if a perſon, can ſatisfy himſelf 
With the hope of his own ſalvation, without an 


habitual regard to the honour of the goſpel, or 
the eternal intereſts of other men, he is entirely 
ſelſiſu, and as evidently deftitute of the mind and 
Ipirit of Chriſt, as the man, who, enjoying his 


. | 
own abundance, cares not how many are pinched 
with want, though even ſuffering through his in- 
Juſtice and oppreſſion. | 


It 1s the conſtant aim, and fervent deſire of all 
the faithful and well-inſtructed miniſters of Chriſt, 
to excite the minds of their beloved people to a 
generous regard for the credit of the goſpel, and 
a compaſſionate longing after the converſion of 
ſinners: and the Fas of this treatiſe is to con- 
cur with their endeavours for this purpoſe; and 
to ſtir up the pure minds of believers, © by way 
* of remembrance;“ in hopes that thus, they may 
be induced and directed to“ let their light ſhine 
more abundantly “ before men; that they may 


* ſee their good works, and glorify our Father 


« who is in heaven:“ (Matt. v. 15.) or, in other 
words, * to grow in grace and in the knowledge 
* of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, To 
him be glory, now and for ever. Amen.“ 


— — — 
SECTION. I. 


An enumeration of thoſe particulars, in which the 
true believer's growth in grace conſiſts; as far 
as they are explicitly contained in the apoſile's 

_ prayer for the Philippians. 


Growrn implies the exz/tence of all thoſe 
things, in which an increaſe is experienced, per- 
ceived, or expected; ſo that the perſons, for whom 
the ſubſequentdiſcuſſion 1s eſpecially intended, are 
fuppoſed to poſſeſs in ſome meaſure all thoſe 
graces or holy diſpoſitions, in which a further 
growth is repreſented to be highly deſirable, and 


actually attainable. In conſidering the ſubject, 


it would not perhaps be found expedient to con- 
fine our attention entirely to any ſingle exhor- 
tation or prayer contained in the ſacred writings; 
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5 . 
or to adhere to the method, which a ſtrict regard 
to a ſyſtem might impoſe. It is however pro- 
poſed in this ſection to confine our attention to the 
Mayer, which holy Paul offered in behalf of the 

hkilippians; except as other ſcriptures will be 
adduced in proof or illuſtration of the ſeveral 
particulars, which wil} thus paſs under our con- 
ſideration. In the ſubſequent part of the treatiſe 
ſome other ſubje&ts will be noticed, which ſeem 
requiſite to complete the deſign, but are not con- 
veniently reducible to any of the clauſes: of this 
comprehenſive text. (Phil. i. 9-—11.) I would 
only further premiſe, that the prayers offered by 
the ſacred writers, when under the immediate 
influence of the divine Spirit, are peculiarly 
ſuited to ſhow us the real nature of that pro- 
ficiency in genuine chriſtianity, which their bene- 
volent and zealous minds fo ardently longed to 
behold in their beloved people, as above all things 


conducive to their true proſperity, and the glory of 


their God and Saviour. And in ſome reſpects 
they may perhaps be more adapted to produce con- 
viction in every mind, than exhortations or pre- 
cepts can be: becauſe they convey the ſame in- 
ſtruction more inoffenſively; with leſs appearance 
of aſſuming authority, and with more conciliating 
demonſtrations of affection and good-will. 


I. “ This,” ſays the apoſtle, ©© I pray, that your 
* LOVE may abound yet more and more.” He 
does not reſtrict the meaning of the term uſed by 
him; and it is therefore proper to give the 


largeſt ſcope to the ſubje&, of which it is capa- 


ble. The holy ſcriptures ſpeak of /ove in the 
moſt exalted terms: Love is of God: and 
* every one that loveth is born of God and 
knoweth God: he that loveth not, knoweth 
not God, for 60D is Love.” © He that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him.” Love is the fulfilling of the law.“ 


The end of the commandment,” or the reve. 


P 10 

lation made by the Lord to ſinful men, “ is love, 
out of a pure heart, and of a good conſcience, 
and of faith unfeigned.“ {napzyyehas. 1 Tim. 
1.5.) * Nothing availeth in Chriſt Jeſus, but 
faith, which worketh by love.“ And now 
** abideth faith, hope, love, theſe three; but the 
** greateſt of theſe is love.“ Faith alone juſtifies 
the ſinner, by forming his relation to Chriſt ; and 
by faith alone can a man receive all needful grace 


from his fulneſs: hope of eternal glory, grounded 


on God's promiſes and ſealed by the ſanctification 
of the holy Spirit, is the anchor of the ſou], and 
the helmet of ſalvation : but LOVE is the ſub- 
ſtance of that holineſs and felicity to which we 
are recovered, through the efficacy of faith and 


hope. The ſcaffolding is indiſpenſably neceſſary: 


but when the edifice is completed, it is taken 
down as an incumbrance. Thus faith will be loſt 
in fight, and hope ſwallowed up in enjoyment ; 


when love ſhall be breught to perfection; but 


love will remain for ever, the temper, employ- 


ment and happineſs of heaven itfelf. Love 1s 


indeed that diſtinguiſhing effential of true religion, 
„Which hypocrites could ne'er attain, 

i % Which falſe profeſſors never knew ;* 

for * every one that loveth is born of God.” 

This cannot mean that ſinful men are, in every 

lenſe incapable of /ove: but only, that they can- 

not exerciſe that affettion in a holy manner ac- 


_ cording to the reaſonable law of God. For love 


is the ruling paſſion of the ſou], and gives the 
direction to all the reſt : but in our preſent dil- 
ordered ſtate, it is become gue of fixing on 


its pr oper objects, and is, therefore, proſtituted to 


ſuch, as are worthleſs or abominable. An unholy 
heart cannot love holineſs; the carnal mind is 
* enmity againſt God,” and cannot be ſubjett to 
his holy law, or view with delight any object that 
bears his image. Some kind of gratitude may be 


felt or manifeſted by an unregenerate ſinner, 


when his inclinations are gratified, when impend- 
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ing danger is averted, or when he preſumptuoufly 
deems himſelf an heir of ſalvation; and he may 
have an inſtinftive benevolence towards men, 


without any ſuitable regard to God. 


Yet theſe do not conſtitute that love, of which 
the apoſtles ſpoke in ſuch exalted terms: though 
gratitude and benevolence when they ſpring from 
proper principles, and connett with other holy 
affections, may be ranked among the moſt impor- 
tant of its exerciſes. But the holy character of 
God, with all that immediately relates to him, or 
bears the ſtamp of his moral perfections, is the 
object of our proud averſion and contempt; diſ- 
coveries of the divine glory and excellency excite 
propertionable enmity; nor can any benefits over- 
come our dillike to the holineſs of our Benefactor, 
ſo long as we continue unregenerate: So then 
they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God.” 


In regeneration, however, a capacity of ſpiritual 
perception is communicated to the foul, in a man- 
ner which we can neither explain nor compre- 
hend; and we are by 1t enabled to diſcern the 
holy excellency and beauty of heavenly things. 
This produces a revolution in our judgment and 


affections: old things paſs away, behold, all 


© things become new :” our love is now divorced, 


as it were, from its former baſe attachments; and 


we gradually learn to eſteem, admire, chooſe, de- 


fire, reliſh, and delight in that ſpiritual excel- 


lency, which was before the object of our averſion 


and contempt. The heart, now become in ſome 


degree holy, proportionably loves holy perſons, 


and holy things; we are ſpiritually-minded ; 
and habitually ſeek our pleaſure in ſpiritual pur- 
ſuits and employments.— This capacity of ſpiritual 
perception 1s not a hew faculty added to the ſoul, 


but the ability of exerciſing every faculty, which 


God hath given us, in a ſuitable manner, about the 
grand concerns of religion; for which our apoſtacy 
irom our creator, and idolatrous attachment to 


L 1% :] eons 
the creatures had- wholly disqualified us. It is, 
therefore, repreſented in ſcripture by images 
taken from our bodily ſenſes: the regenerate ſoul 
ö ſces heavenly beauty, hears divine harmony, /mells 
Ae, anne as of * ointment poured forth,” and taſtes 2: 
ſweetneſs as of honey and the honey-comb.,” Yet 
theſe perceptions in the new 'convert are feeble 
and indiſtinct; and often almoſt over-borne and 
ſwallowed up in the tumult of natural paſſions, 
and the conflict with carnal propenſities : they, 
however, uniformly influence him, as *f a new 
born habe, to deſire the ſincere milk of the 
% word, that he may grow thereby, ſeeing that he 
has taſted that the Lord is gracious.” (1 Pet. ii. 
2, 3.) And they conſtitute that leaven, which 
will gradually diffuſe its influence, till the whole 
he leavened, and all the faculties, affections, and 
operations of the ſoul be made to partake of the 
ſame holy nature and tendency, Ws 


. 


When we are thus made capable of perceiving 
in ſome degree, the beauty and glory of the di- 
vine perfettions, aud of forming ſome proper 
eſtimate of our obligations and relations to our 
Greator and Benefactor; we are brought to con- 
{ſent to his holy law, that it is good, and that its 
commands, though very ſtrict and ſpiritual, are 
reaſonable, equitable, and beneficial: and the 
view of the evil of fin, which is thus obtained, 
though it be imperfect, produces a ſubmiſſion to 
| | x the e of God in the condemnation of tranſ- 
1 greſlors. Other diſcoveries, of our guilt and 
Si | I danger, and of the wrath to which we are ex- 
4 poſed, may alarm us; but nothing ſhort of this 
: can produce genuine humiliation and ſel f. abaſe- 
| ment: which will be matured and increaſed by 
| . fuller views of the glory of God in the perſon 
1 | and ſal vation of Chriſt. DE 


For did we only contemplate the perfeftions of 
God, as diſplayed in the works of creation and 
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providence, or illuſtrated by the , 


* 


uſtice of his 
law and government, our conſciouſneſs of guilt 
and pollution would ſo diſcourage us, and even 
lead us to the borders of deſpair, that we ſhould 
be induced to ſtruggle with all our might againſt 
conviction, and to oppoſe the humiliating effect 
of every diſcovery of God to our fouls, which we 
were unable to exclude. But when we are led 


to perceive, along with our views of the odioul- 


neſs and deſert of our ſins, the glory of God in 
the harmonious diſplay of all his attributes, 
through the perſon and redemption of his Son: 
this allays our terrors, inſpires our hope, and 


fixes our attention; while it exceedingly increaſes 


humiliation and ſelf-abaſement. The dignity of 


the divine Redeemer, the nature of his undertak- 


ing, the immenſity of his compaſſionate and con- 
deſcending love, the perfection and value of his 
righteouſneſs, the depth, intenſeneſs, and variety 
of his ſufferings; the honour thus given to the 
law and juſtice of God; the ſufficiency of his 
atonement ; his ſubſequent reſurrection, trium- 
phant aſcenſion, and glorious exaltation ; his power, 
faithfulneſs, and love; his gracious invitations, 
and precious promiſes; with the manifold bleflings 


which he freely beſtows on the vileſt of sinners, 


who come to God by him ;—thele are all diſtinct 
ſubjects tor our meditation, peculiarly ſuited to 
intereſt, instruct, and affect our minds, and to 

ive us entirely new thoughts of God and of our- 
{elves, of fin and holineſs, of our immortal ſouls, 
our eternal concerns, our paſt lives, our prefent 


conduttand ſituation, and of all thoſe things which 


concur to produce deep humility, lively hope, 
admiring love and gratitude, and every holy af- 
fection. Here without diſmay we may contem- 
plate the divine character with fixed attention; 


whilſt we view it through a medium that ſoftens 
its ſplendours, and endears its beauty and glory 


Here we view inkmite 
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holineſs, mercy, faithfulneſs, and wiſdom in 


perfect harmony, whilſt each attribute refletts 


glory on all the reſt. At the ſame time our intereſt 
in theſe grand concerns render them far more 
affecting to our minds; and we are enabled, in 
Tevering and adoring the holy majeſty of God, 
and-admiring his tranſcendant excellency, to give 


up our hearts to the pleaſing deſire and hope of 


pn i, him, ſinful as we are, to be our Father, 
, andeverlaſting portion. When we have 
been encouraged to make this choice and indulge 


this hope, we begin to fear above all things, leſt | 
ave ſhould ale ren of it: we learn to take plea- 


ſure in ſuch devout exerciſes, as ſtrengthen our 
confidence or give us ſome anticipation of our 
<efired felicity-: we feel lively emotions of grati- 
tude for the condeſcending and merciful dealings 
Of ſo glorious a Lord with ſuch vile ſinners; 
we long for others alſo to know and love him, 
to enjoy his favour, and to render him praiſe : we 
become zealous for his honour, grieved when we 
offend him, aſhamed and humbled at the recol- 
lection of paſt tranſgrefkons, watchful againſt 
temptation and every occaſion of fin, and troubled 
at hearing others expreſs contempt or enmity 
againſt ſo gracious and merciful a God and Savi- 
our.—All theſe varied exerciſes of holy love have 
reſpett to the incomprehenſible myſteries of the 
divine nature, diſplayed in the grand ſcheme of 


our ſalvation; as originating from the moſt free 


love of the Father, purchaſed for us by the atone- 


ment of the incarnate Son, and apphed to our | 
hearts by the regenerating and ſanctifying influ- 


ences of the Holy Spirit; —but it will 1 
centre, as it were, in the perſon of Emmanuel, 


450d maniteſted in the fleſh; as the glorious ex- 


cellency and lovelinefs of the deity 1s there more 


immediately revealed to us; and as he that loves, 


honours, believes, and obeys the Son, loves, 


Honours, believes, and obeys the Father that ſent ; 
bim; for he that hath the Son, hath the Father f 
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© alſo;” and Chrift ifthe appointed medium by 
which we approach, know, and glorify the invi- 


The ſame capacity of Pin and loving: 
ſpiritual excellency, which is eſſential to every. 
exerciſe of holy love towards our God and Sa-- 
viour, diſpoſes us alſo to © delight in his law 
* after the inward man:“ to count all his: 
«« commandments in all things to be night; and: 
to hate every falſe way:? to chooſe the 
precepts of the Lord; and to © long to have our. 
ways directed to keep them. Whilfl theſe 
ee e are our deſires and prayers, we mut. 

K diſquieted with 
the oppoſition made to all our: endeavours, by. 
„the sin that dwelleth in us;“ and the want ot 
more entire conformity to that holy, juſt, and- 
good law, which we now moſt cordially approye, 
will be a conſtant ſource of ſorrow and cauſe of 
humiliation; and at {ome times will prove the 
burden or even the terror of our hearts: and thus 
the believer's tears, groans, and complaints, 
becauſe © he cannot do the things which he 
„ would,” being connected with evident con: 
ſcientiouſneſs and diligence in performing the 
will of God, may be confidered as a proot that 


he has the holy law of God written in his heart 


of the | by regenerating grace. 


The ſame holy judgement and taſte of the re- 
pewed ſoul enables the believer to rehfh every 
part of the ſacred ſcriptures; and, in propor- 
tion to the degree of his ſpirituality, he loves 
to read and meditate upon.the word of God; he 
not only uſes it as the lantern of his paths,“ or 
the ground of his hope; but, he makes it his 
delight and his counſellor ;” he eſteems it“ more 
than his neceſſary food ;” and feels an appetite 
far its ſalutary infuſion like that of the new-· born 
| C2 


22 c 16 
dabe for the milk of the breaſt.— The ſame prin- 
ciple cauſes him to love the houſe of God, and to 
count one day in his courts better than a thou- 
'* ſand.” He is no longer glad of an excuſe for 
ftaying from the public ordinances of God, exatt 
in determining how often he is bound in duty. to 
attend on them, or diſpoſed to yield to every petty 
obſtacle that renders ſuch attendance inconvenient | 
or difficult; for © he is glad when it is faid to him, 
„ let us go unto the houſe of the Lord:“ he | 
Jongeth, when detained from it, for the renewal 
of that ſatisfaction he has there experienced in 
communion with God and his ſaints; and he finds 


it no eaſy matter to be reſigned to the will of God, 


when under a neceſſity to abſent himſelf. —Thus 
the Lord's day, which was formerly a wearineſs, 
unleſs profaned by worldly buſineſs, pleaſure, or 
eompany, becomes his delight: and, though too 
often he bas reaſon to lament that his ſabbaths 


are pafſed without the expected ſatisfaction and 
advantage, yet he ſtill meets their return with 


f and deems them the happieſt days of his 
ife. As he grows in holy love he is enabled to 
adopt the pſalmiſt's words, in reſpect of the wor- 


ſhip he renders to the Lord, and to ſay, My 


% fout is ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 
„ whilft I praiſe thee with joyful lips:” and every 
thing that relates-to the ſervice of God is en- 
deared to his heart and held in reverence and 


honour, 


In like manner, he perceives the . beauty of 


« the Lord ” in the character and condutt of his 


people, whom before he neglected, deſpiſed, or 
_ diſliked: and thus he learns to love and reſpect 


them as the excellent of the earth. He chooſes 


them for his moſt valued companions ; he ſympa- 


thizes with their joys and ſorrows; he ſeeks 


their welfare, and according to his ability endea- 


vours to promote it; he bears with their failings 


and prejudices, caſting the mantle of love over 
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and to | their infirmities: he prays for their proſperity and 
 thou- | happineſs: and, if he can, but ſee, or think he ſees, 
uſe for the image of his beloved Lord upon them, he counts 
, exatt them his brethren, though they belong not to his 
uty to fubdiviſion of the church, ſubfcribe not exactly 
y petty his creed, and fill up a very different Ration in 


ement the family of Gd. 5 
o him,, | 3535 ĩð V „ 
:? he The admiring contemplation of the glory of 
newal the Lord, in the perſon and ſalvation of Chriſt, is 
ced in || always productive of a gradual transformation of 
e finds the dof imo his holy image: (2 Cor. iii. 17, 18, . 
| God, , and the Saviour's condefcending and compaſſton- 
Thus ate love, to the very perſons whoſe crimes he mo 
rineſs, deeply abhorred, appears peculiarly beamiful 
re, or and endearing to the redeemed' finner. Thus 
h too benevolent love to mankind in general is produced 
bbaths and increaſed ; ſelfiſh and contracted prejudices 
mand are removed; and proud contempt of the mean, 
with the vile, and the ignorant, bitter reſentmenfs 
of his borne to the injurious, and envy of rivals and c 
led to detitors, are changed into pity and good will 
wor- While conformity to Chriſt, love to his moſt beau- 
My tiful and glorious character, gratitude tor redeem- 
tneſs, ing love, and willing obedience to his command- 
every ments, combine their energy in diſpoſing his true 
s en- | diſciples to love. ſtrangers and perſecutors, the 
: and moſt abandoned tranſgreſſors, and the molt pro- 


voking enemies; and to copy his example of long“ 
ſuffering, meeknefs, forgiveneſs, compaſſion; 


ty of 7 fervent prayers and tears for them, and perſevering 
4 his 3 endeavours to overcome evil with good. 

, or ß oe CRT Ne! F 
ſpe& | When love, the ruling principle of activity in 
oles | the mind of man, is thus fixed on its proper 


npa- objects, and regulated, proportioned, and exercited' 
eeks | according to the divine law of God; it, is evident 
dea- that all ſpiritual worſhip, humble ſubmithon and 


ings devoted obedience to God, with all rightcouſnefs, 
over } goodneſs, and truth, in our condutt WO WALES en, 
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muſt reſult from it, and grow in proportion as it 
is increaſed. ; We may, therefore, eaſily perceive 
the propriety of the apoſtle's prayer for the Phi- 
lippians, ,* that their love might abound yet more 
and more.” This accords with many other 
e and exhortations in his epiſtles, The 
* Lord grant---that Chriſt may dwell in your 
* hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
„ groundet 

* Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge.” (Eph. iii. 
16— 19.) The Lord make you to abound in 
love, one towards another, and towards all men, 
** even as we do towards you;—to the end 
he may eſtabliſn your hearts unblemeable in 


ky * 
- 


holineſs.? 


12, 13. iv. 9, 10.) Your faith groweth exceed- 
* ingly, andthe love of every one of you all towards 
21 each other aboundeth.” (2 Theſſ. i. 3.) Indeed 
the love of believers towards each other 1s princi- 
Pally meant in theſe texts: but then we know that 
this love 1s the reſult, the evidence, and the mea- 
ſure of our love to, God the Father, and our Lord 


true .chriſtian as the brother and reprelentative 
of our unſeen Redeemer; and all the love we 
bear to them, and the good we do them, for his 
fake; will be As e. and gracioully recom- 


the reality. and flrength of our love to him. 


But let us more particularly conſider the words 
Þetore us.—“ That your love may abound; may 
* abound more, may abound yet more; may abound 
yet more and more! Prei forward ssthe chriſ- 
tian's motto, and the miniſter's watch word, 
„We beſeech you, brethren, that as ye have re- 
* ceived of us how ye ought to walk and to pleaſe 
„ God; ſo ye would abound more and, more.” 


f: Thefl. iv, 1.) The lively behever 33 never in 


in love, may know the love of 


Fe are taught of God to love one 
another; and indeed ye do it: but we beſeech 
you to increaſe more and more. (1 Theſl, 111. 


Jeſus Chriſt. We are required to conſider every 


penſed at the laſt day, as the indubitable proof of 


9 en 


n 
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this world ſatisfied with hisdegree of ſanſtif cation; 
| O 


but ſtill hunyers and thirſts for more entire con- 
5 e "4 3 18 F 1 ct | 
formity to the image and law of Gop: and the 
zealous miniſter never thinks his beloved people 
arrived at the ſummit of improvement: but, while 
he ſays, I bleſs God, ye abound in Jove;” he alſo 
adds, I pray God you may abound yet more 
% and more;''—and,* Seeing you have puniſles your 
* ſouls, in obeying the truth, through the Spirit, 
«unto unfeigned love of the brethren, —ſee that 
% ye love one another with a pure heart fervent» 


1 (1 Pet. i. 22.) 


' Comparing theſe ſcriptures with our Lord's 
declaration, Every branch in me, that beareth 
** fruit, my Father purgeth, that it may bring 
forth more fruit,” John XV. 1-—g-) we may 
properly advert to a notion very prevalent in ſome 
places among profeſſors of the goſpel. It 1s conſis 
dered by them as a thing of courle for true chriſliang 


to © leave their firſt love; young converts are ſup- 


poſed to abound moſt in love; and it is expec- 
ted that they will decline in that reſpect, as they 
advance to maturity in judgment and experience. 


The expreſſion, uſed in conveying theſe ideas, is 


found but once in ſcripture. © Nevertheleſs,” ſays 
Chriſt to the Epheſian church, I have ſome- 
What againſt thee; becauſe thou haſt 4% thy 
** firſt love: remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do thy firſt 
works; elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and I willremove thy candleſtick out of his place, 


except thou repent.” (Rev. 11. 4, 5-) The ſe. 


vere rebuke, the earnelt exhortation, and the ſo. 
lemn warning of this paſſage, as connetted with 


the commendation beſtowed on the Epheſians, in 
other reſpefts, do not ſeem calculated to encou- 
Tage men 1n reducing the before mentioned opi- 


nion to practice. And it ſhould allo be obſerved 


that the ſtony ground hearers loſt their lively af- 
fettions and their religion along with them, 
„ 'becaule they had no root in themſelyes,” 


20 
' Surely nothing can be more abſurd, than to 
ſuppoſe that a chriſtian, when growzng in grace, 
can deline in that very thing, in which grace prin- 
cipally conſiſts! and love is evidently the greateſt 
of all chriſtian graces. (1 Cor. xiii. 13.) Such 
a ſentiment is moſt pernicious in its tendency and 
effects: it gives encouragement to hypocrites, 


wat n * 
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who diſgrace the profeſſion of the goſpel; aſſiſts 1 
many in deceiving themſelves; and induces unſta- 
ble and injudicious believers indolently to 
yield to lukewarmneſs as a matter of courſe, and 
even an evidence of ſpiritual proficiency; when » 
wy ought to be watching and praying againſt it, _ 
and greatly alarmed and humbled on the leaſt _ 
conſciouſneſs of its growing upon them, from a 
conviction of its being one of the moſt deteſtable 


and aggravated proofs of human depravity.—By 
this ſtratagem, Satan hath ſucceeded, during a 
lukewarm age, in eſtabliſhing a falſe teſt and 
ſtandard of maturity in experience and the life of 
faith; and hath managed in conſequence to ren- 
der it true in fad: that is, profefors of the goſpel 
do generally thus decline. Thus the ſentiment 
becomes ſpectous, by an appeal to obſervation and 
experience for the truth of it; and he, who ven- 
tures to ſay, © my brethren, theſe things ought * 
% not ſo to be,” is thought to condemn the ge- 
neration of God's children. 7 


But what ſaith Chriſt to the Laodiceans? 

« Becauſe thou art lukewarm and neither cold 

nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth.“ 
(Rev. iii. 16.)—This .ſtrange opinion ſtands, not 

only unſupported by ſcripture, but in direct oppo- 

fition to it: the queſtion is not how things are?— - 

but how they ought to be? The growing 

chriſtiun indeed experiences ſeaſons of compara- 
tive coldneſs and negligence, for which he is very 

deeply humbled: but upon the whole the vigourof 

his love is continually increaſing, and he WR > 

this to be the caſe in bis whole conduct. To 
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E 1 
pray © that our love may abound yet more and 
% more;” or, that we may grow in grace and 
make progress in experimental religion, amounts 
nearly to the ſame thing; at leaſt there is an in- 
ſeparable connection between the two peti- 
tions, and they reciprocally imply each other. — 
We ſhall, however, in ſome meaſure, diſcover 
by what means, the preceding moſt deteſtable ſen- 
timent has inſinuated itſelf among pious, humble 
chriſtians, whilſt we proceed to conſider the next 
clauſe of the apoſtle's prayer. 


II. Not fatisfied with deſiring that their © love 
© might abound yet more and more,” —he ſub- 
joined theſe words, “ in knowledge and in all 
judgement:“ and they ſuggeſt to us a ſecond. 
particular, in which growth of grace very greatly 
conſiſts. There may be very high affettions about 
religion, without the communication of holy 
principles: ſurpriſe at extraordinary and unex- 
petted events; ſanguine hopes of advantages, 
which appear very great and glorious; ſudden 
tranſitions from adverſity to proſperity, from 
ſorrow to joy, or from pain to pleaſure; and every 
circumſtance which excites eee or 


ſtrong confidence, will involve or occaſion a great 


flow of vehement affections, in the concerns of 
religion as well as in thoſe of this life. Thus the 
Iſraelites on the banks of the red fea, beholding 
their formidable enemies dead on the ſhore, and 


amazed at their owg moſtextraordinary deliverance, 


++ believed the word of the Lord and ſang his 


praiſe:“ but this apparently good frame in a 


vaſt majority of them, continued no longer 


than till their inclinations were thwarted; and 
they ſoon forgat the works of God, and would 


„ not abide his counſel.“ Theſe affections are not 
of a permanent nature; and, if a man poſſeſs no- 
thing better, * he has no root in himſelf, and in 


time of temptation will fall away.“ 


. 

The new convert indeed experiences and mani- 
feſts a ſimilar flow of affections. The Lord, in 
making a chriſtian, does not deſtroy the original 
conſtitution of the human ſoul; and the natural 


9 2 are uſeful in the A of divine 


ife to produce a proper degree of earneſtneſs 
and diligence. But with them there exiſts a ſpark 
of heavenly love, which gathers ſtrength whilſt 
they are weakened, and glows more vigorouſly 
under their almoſt expiring aſhes.— As this prin- 


ciple acquires energy and aſcendancy, it ſuffi. 


ces to produce attivity, and thus to ſubordinate 
and regulate all inferior affections: then every 
kind of earneſtneſs, which did not ſpring from 


knowledge, and was not exerciſed in judgement 


and diſcretion, becomes unneceſſary and may 
abate without any detriment. 


All holy affetions ſpring from divine illumina- 
tion, and increaſe with the advancement of ſpi- 
ritual knowledge and genuine experience. In 
proportion as the chriſtian is enabled to-diſcern 
more clearly and diflinctly the nature aud excel- 


lency of heavenly things; and as he experiences 


more fully the pleaſure they are capable of afſord- 
ing; the more will he love and delight in them. 
The reaſons which induce him to love the Lord, 
and his truths, precepts, and people, are perceived 
with increaſing evidence; his thirſt after happineſs 
in the favour of God; his ſupreme valuation of 
redemption and ſalvation in Chriſt, his gratitude. 
to Him and zeal for his glory, with attachment to 
his cauſe, and devotedneſs to his ſervice, appear 
more and more reaſonable, in proportion as his 
mind is truly enlightened by the influences ot the 


Holy Spirit.—He alſo better underſtands, why 


© he wholoves God ſhould love his brother alſo;“ 
and why he ought to copy the forbearance, com- 


ſſion, and mercy, of which his redeeming Lord | 
Path given him an example.—As his views enlarge 
| he learns to pay leſs regard to the ſtrong emotions 


— 
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of the animal ſpirits, which produce very pleaſing 
but tranſient ſenſations, than to that ſteady and 
3 affection, which influences a man to 
abitual rag ee obedience; and which con- 


nects with difintereſted endeavours to ** do good 
„to all men, eſpecially to them who are * the 
* houſhold of faith:“ and he accuſtoms himſelf 
to judge of the fincerity and degree of his love, 
not by certain fluctuations in his feelings, but by 
its energy, in prevailing on him to renounce, ven- 
ture and endure every thing, in promoting the 


glory ot God and the good of his redeemed peo- 


ple, © For this is the love of God, that we 
% keep his commandments: and his command- 
„ ments are not grievous.” — Thus the chriſtian 


may actually abound more and more in love, as 


connetted with knowledge, when ignorant and 


ſelfiſh paſſions have ſubſided: the tumult of his 


feelings may be greatly abated, when the energy 


of pure and heavenly love 1s proportionably 
increaſed: and, as impetuous affettions and ve- 


hement zeal, accompanied with pride and anger, 


become leſs and leſs apparent, he may manifeſt 


far more of that love, which © ſuffers long and 
„is kind, which envieth not, vaunteth not itſelf, 


ſeemly, ſeeketh not its own, is not eaſily 
provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; which 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hop- 


{hort, that love, which is ſhown “ in deed and 


is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelt un- 


eth all things, and endureth all things.” In 


« in truth,” may abound exceedingly, when 


heavenly wiſdom and deep humility have made 


the chriſtian aſhamed of thoſe oſtentatious ap- 


pearances of love, which conſiſt principally © in 
„ word and in tongue,” in high profeſſions, 


_ noiſy diſputings, and cheap proteſtations. (1 Cor. 


xili. Jam. ii. 15, 16. iii. 23—18. 1 John iii. 
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This will appear more ee by conſider- 

by the apoſtle 
on this occaſion, —“ in all juagement. The word 
is taken from the bodily ſenſes, and may in ſome 
degree coincide with the ſpiritual perception 
betore deſcribed; but it implies alſo promptitude 
and exactneſs of diſcernment, as acquired by en- 
larged knowledge and experience, and it is pecu- 
liar applicable to thoſe perſons, © who, by reaſon 
* of ule, (or habit,) have their ſenſes exerciſed 
* to diſcern good and evil.” We may, therefore 


take the word in the common meaning, for the 


mental perception, when it diſtinguiſhes objetts, 
« as the ear tries ſounds,” and as the mouth tries 
meats; and this habit of judging. accurately and 
promptly concerning thoſe matters, with which 
we are converſant, is peculiarly uſeful, in every 
part of our conduct. | 


That zeal, which ſprings from vehement aſſec- 
tion, without proportionable knowledge and 
judgment, generally waſtes its vigour about things 


' frivolous, worthleſs, or injurious: it is tarniſhed 


with arrogance, bitterneſs, and cenſoriouſneſs: it 


renders men inattentive to the duties of their- 


ſtation and relations in life, and regardleſs of pro- 


priety and decorum: it influences them to attempt 


things impracticable or romantic, by raſh and un- 
warrantable means, and it hurries them into ſuch 


tempers and actions, as needleſsly increaſe the 


prejudices of mankind againſt the goſpel and its 


profeſſors. But when the heart is upright, and 


a man is favoured with ſound inſtruction and pru- 
dent counſel, even his miſtakes will abate his con- 
fidence and precipitation, and reiterated diſap- 
pointments will render him more <autious and 
conſiderate. In proportion as he grows in grace, 
he will learn humility, and ſimplicity of depend- 


ence on the Lord; and diſcover the duties of his 


ſtation: he will alſo become capable of diſtin- 
guiching between thoſe things, which may be at- 


8 
* 
BY 


ſuch as, however defirable, cannot prudently be 


veral duties of his ſtation, ſubmiſſively to honour 


word and deed; and by a perſevering endeayour 


nels: he will peaccably occupy with his talent, 


1 
tempted with a reaſonable proſpect of ſucceſs, and 


Q 2 
«3 


undertaken: and he will watch and wait for the 
openings of providence; ſenſible that it is highly 
important to confine | himſelf to ſcriptural 
and warrantable means, in all his endeavours 
to bring others over to his ſentiments. The 
raſhneſs, oſtentation, and forwardneſs of his 
diſpoſition being thus abated, the - exerciſe of his 
love will be leſs obſervable to mankind in general, 
even when the vigour of it is exceedingly in- 
creaſed, and the effects more beneficial and per- 
manent than before. © The wiſdom, that is 
from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable; gentle 
and eaſy to be intreated; full of mercy and good 
fruits; without partiality, and without hypocriſy : 
and the fruit of righteouſneſs is fown in peace 
of them that make peace.” (Jam. iii. 1318. 
The man therefore who is directed by this wiklom, 
will not be ſo eager to engage in violent diſputes 
about dottrines as formerly: but he will be far 
more careful to underſtand and attend to, the ſe- 


his ſupertors and {eniors, and obey thoſe that are 
placed over hum, in all things lawful; to wit 
them by the ſilent preaching of a blameleſs life; by 
ameek and quiet ſpirit; by ſincerity and integrity in 


to render all connetted with hun eaſy and happy, 
His love will vent itſelf more in fervent prayers 
for others; which is a ſecret but moſt effectual 
way of uſefulneſs: he will improve his influence 
in his circle ts ſome good purpoſcs, and be daily 
increaſing it by conſiſtency and conſcicntioui— 


as he hath opportunity; and when more favour- 
able occaſions are prefented, he will pladly 
embrace them. | 


It is not ſyfſicient that we are ſure the ſervice 
um which we axe about to-engage is a good mwwerk ; 


| ſ 26 | 
ave ſhould alſo be ſatisfied that it is the ſervice, to 
awhich the Lord hath called us; and this frequently 
cannot be determined without much knowledge 
and found judgement. In a great houſe there 
are many fervants; and it is not enough that they 
-are all employed about their maſter's work: for, 
unleſs every one knows and pertorms the duty of 
1s proper place, confuſion and diſturbance will 
be inevitable; many things will be left undone, 
and almoſt every thing done amiſs.—“ The Son 
ot man is as a man taking a far journey, who left 
„ his houſe, and gaveauthority to his ſervants, and 
fo ever man his work: and,when every one peace- 
_ ably, intelligently, and diligently minds his pro- 
per busineſs, the affairs of the church, as well as 
thoſe of the family, are manayed reſpettably and 
advantegeoutly. True wiſdom, therefore, conſiſts 
very much ina man's underſtanding the duties 
of his ſtation, and performing them in a quiet and 
exemplary manner: and love abounds to the beſt 
purpoſe, when it is exerciſed © in knowledge 
and in all judgement.” The apoſtle, there- 
fore, ceaſed not to pray for the Coloſhans, “that 
© they might be filled with the knowledge of the 
will of God, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding; that they might walk worthy of 
the Lord, unto all pleaſing; being fruitful in 
every good work, and 1ncrealing in the know- 
* ledge of God.” (Col. i. 9, 10.) He exhorted 
the Epheſians to © walk circumſpettly, not as fools 
© hüt as Par er underſtanding what the will 
« of the Lord is.“ (Eph. v. 15—17-) And he thus 
counſelled the Corinthians, „ Be not children 
in underſtanding; howbeit in malice be ye 
children, but in underſtanding be ye men.“ 
(1 Cor. xiv. 20.) 
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Moreover a defect in judgement, while love | 
is very fervent, often produces a diſproportion- || 
ate zeal and earneſtneſs: ſo that attention to one | 
part of a man's duty {wallows up, as it were, all 
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due regard to others. Thus love to public ordi- 
nances, or chriſtian converſation, frequently: 
miſleads profeſſors to neglett their families and? 
neceſſary worldly buſtneſs, or to be inattentive 
to relative duties; and this brings reproach on- 
the word of God; Social u religion alſo'often in- 
terferes with the exerciſes of the. clofet, and pre- 
vents growth in grace; which cannot be expetied: 
without much ſecret ſelf-examination, recollec-. 
tion, meditation, and prayer. And in this way: 
one holy diſpoſition entrenches on another; bold-. 
neſs excludes meekneſs and prudence, or meek- 
neſs and prudence degenerate into timidity; and: 
various exceſſes of this kind-render men's pro- 
feſſion of the goſpel rather a mif-ſhapen monſter, 


than a beautiful well-proportioned. figure, as. 


chriſtianity 1s. repreſented in the ſcripture- But; 
the increaſe of knowledge and judgment, While 
holy love alſo acquires. permanent energy, leads. 
a. man. to aſhgn every duty its proper place and 
order; and to cultivate every holy diſpoſitionin due 
proportion and harmony with other. graces, This 
redundancies: being retrenched, defciencies ſup- 


plied, irregularities. corretted, natural propen- 
Hties reſtrained, and apparently oppolite graces. 


brought to coaleſce, a man's. religion. pollefles- 
ſymmetry and beauty, and he © adorns the doctrine 


* of God our Saviour in all things.” (2 Pet. i.5—7.) 


The fervent affections of a young: convert 
reſemble a fire of thorns, which furiouſly blazes. 
and crackles, but communicates little heat, and 
is ſpeedily extinct: while the intelligent and: 
judicious love of a mature chriſtian may be com- 
Pared to the ſteady fire made of ſubſtantial fuel, 
which burns ſilently, and durably produces far 
greater effects. Or, to uſe another illuſtration,— 
ſuppoſe an unconverted perſon ſhould be delivered, 
in a moſt ſurpriſing manner, from imminent danger 


by ſhip-wreck; he would doubtleſs experience a 


variety of conflicting 2 and manifeſt very 
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INS. +. 
ſtrong affeftions; while his joy and amazement 
would be connected witha kind of natural gratitude 
to God for his preſervation : but this would pro- 
duce no abiding change in his diſpoſitions and 
conduct. Whereas, ſhould this man, after ſome 
years be truly converted, he would probably 
never be able to recover the lively ſenfations and 
hich affections, which he felt when firſt eſcaped 
trom the jaws of death: yet, underitanding more 
diftinctly the nature and value of the mercy 
vouchſafed him, his own extreme unworthinels, 
the imminent danger to which his immortal ſoul 
was expoſed, and the aſtoniſhing love of God in 


reſcuing him from it, that he might at length 


become his ſalvation; his affections, though leſs 
tumultnous, would be more rational, and his 
gratitude would produce a proportionable effect 


on his future behaviour. 


In . fine, lively affections without knowledge 


and judgement, betray men into enthuſiaſm, de- 


inbon, abſurdity, and inexculeable practices; 
which injure themſelves, miſlead others, and diſ- 
grace th goſpel:— While knowledge and judge- 
went, when ſeparated from holy love, puff up 
the proteilor, and like a ſtagnating pool become 
uſeleſs or noxious. But the happy union of 


them in the {ame character conſtitutes the higheſt 
excellency that can be found on earth; of which 
the apoſtle himſelt ſeems to have been the moſt 


illuſtrious inſtance, that hath been found among 


mere men, ſrom the beginning of the world to 
the preſenttime. In theſe things he followed Chriſt, 


and prayed for his brethren that they.. might follow 
him. Let he deemed not himſelf to have already 
attained ; but felt the neceſſity of“ preſſing forward, 
** forgetting thoſe things which were behind, 
* and reaching forth to thoſe things that were 


before.“ And, as we, moſt aſſuredly, are far 


beneath him in theſe invaluable attainments, if 
we would in a compendious manner know the 
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nature of growth in grace, we ſhould ſtudy his 


character, and copy his example; according to 
his exhortation to the beloved Philippians. (Phil. 
iii. 12—2 1.) a | 


It may be proper in this place to obſerve, that 
certain .perſons, either 45040 or incautiouſly 
countenancing antinomian tenets, object to the 
ſentiment, that the law of God is the believer's 
rule conduct, under the pretence, * that love 
« renders ſuch a rule unneceſfary, But-it ſhould . 
be conſidered that love undiretted by any rule, 
cannot be exerciſed “ in knowledge and in all 
judgement.“ Love is the firſt principle, or 
main-ſpring of a believer's conduct: but it cannot. 
be alſo the regulator: for nothing requires fe- 


much regulation, as the exerciſe of this affection, 
in reſpect of the various objects of it, the propor- 


tion due to each, and the manner in which it is 
to be expreſſed.— The fails, receiving the impul- 
five energy of the wind, put the veſſel in motion; 


but they would only hurry it upon ſome rock or 


quickſand to its deſtruction, or at beſt drive it far 
from its intended courle, were they not managed 
according to the rules of navigation, in connec- +: 
tion with the pilot's attention to the helm, and 
the obſervation made reſpecting the progreſs and 
ſituation of the veſſel, He, therefore, who 
rejects the holy commandment, as the rule of his 
conduct, under the vain pretence that fervent 
loveſuperſedes all occaſion for ſuch a rule, acts as 


abſurdly, as mariners would do, ſhould they crowd 


all the ſail they could, and diſdain to attend to 
the helm, the compaſs, or to nautical obſerva- 


tions; becaule not neceſſary to haſten the progreſs 


of the veſſel.—Love is indeed the fulftlling of 
- 4 CY 

the law: but it ſhould be remembered, -thet We 

are required to love God with all our underſtand. 


zung, as well as with all our heart: © and this is 
the love of God, that we keep his command 
ments.“ 33 
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III. The apoſtle next prays for his brethren, 
that they might approve things that are excel- 
** lent;” or as it might more literally be ren- 
dered, that they might prove things that differ,” 
and ſo learn to diſtinguiſh between things genuine, 
and their moſt ſpecious counterfeits. This indeed 
is but a further advancement of the ſame princi- 
| ples and affections, in their progreſs towards 
perfection: yet it may be conſidered as another 
Particular of great importance to our growth in 
grace; and may be viewed according to the two 
dilltin& tranſlations which have been given to the 
text, only reverſing the order of them.— 


We may firſt make ſome remarks on the exer- 
ciſe and improvement of the diſtinguiſhing faculty 
As an eſſential part of our ſpiritual advancement 
to maturity. The inherent excellency of ſome 
things above others exiſts previous to our diſcern- 
ment of it; and we have ſeen that the capacity 
of perceiving this excellency, which is the ſource 
of ſpiritual love for it, is the peculiar effect of 
regeneration: but we may here add, that like the 
capacities we receive from nature, it may be 
improved or retarded in its operations: want of 
information or exerciſe may keep it obtuſe and 
teeble; ſuitable inſtruétions and habits may render 
it more acute, exact, and vigorous.—Now the 
Lord 1s pleaſed to work by means, in the king- 
dom of grace, as well as in that of nature: and 
the children of God require, and profit by, edu- 
cation, in the ſame manner as our children. Nay, 
ſpiritual capacities differ in degree like natural 
abilities, with which they have probably ſome 
Connetiion. As, therefore, a man of inferior 
talents, cultivated by a good education, will in 
many reſpetts poſſeſs advantages over a man of 
greater natural powers, which have been left 
uncultivated: ſo experience proves, that ſome- 
thing analagous to this takes place among be- 
licyerts. Every regenerate man has ſome meaſure 
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which they bear to one another, 


Ii 
of ſpiritual diſcernment, but the diſproportion, in 
which ſome poſſeſs it above others, is immenſely 
great.— | | 


Next to an upright heart, and a ſpirit of active 
love, nothing ſeems to be of more importance to 


a conliftent, uſeful, and comfortable life, than 


this accuracy of the diſtinguiſhing faculty; 
without which, even the fervour of ſpiritual love 
will often be waſted upon counterfeits, or exerciſed 
in uncertainty. * Satan transforms. himſelf into 
an angel of light; and his miniſters are tranſ- 


formed into miniſters of righteouſneſs.” Even 


pious men differ widely in their ſentiments, about 
many parts of religion : they are often very con- 
fident in their opinions and eager in defendin 

them: thus controverſies are multiplied, 5 


agitated with unchriſtian vehemence and pertina- 


city: and we cannot but meet with various ſpe- 
cious objections to our views of truth, and 
manifold difficulties in all we read and hear. 
Hence we may perceive the importance of cul- 
tivating a readineſs and ee of trying and 
diſtinguiſhing ſentiments, pretenſions, and prac— 
tices, according to the maxims and deciſions of 
God's word: —but this cannot be done, without 
a patient inveſtigation of the facred oracles, and 


a perſevering endeavour in habituating ourſelves 


“ to compare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual,” 


and to conſider things according to their nature 


and tendency, or the relations and proportions 
A conſtant 
and ſimple dependence on the promiſed teaching 
of the Holy Spirit 1s alſo requiſite, in order that 
we may * henceforth be no more children, 
** tolled to and fro with every wind of doctrine, 
„by the ſleight of men, and cunning craftinels, 
* whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” And 
that we may be able to digeſt without difficulty the 
** ſtrong meat, which belongeth to them, that 
* are of full age, and who, by reaſon of uſe, have 
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their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and 
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We ovght moſt willingly to receive informa- 
tion from every one, 101 to be always learners; 
but our Lord has forbidden us to“ call any 
* man maſter upon carth.''—We ſhould thank- 
fully uſe the help of! others to point out objects 
to us; but we muſt at laſt ſee them with our own 
eye, or not at all. Every conſtituent of humility 
and teachableneſs is comprifed in that man's tem- 
per, who examines with candid attention ſuch 
ſentiments, as have any reſpectable claim to his 
notice; who weighs the arguments by which they 
are ſupported, comparing them with the ſtandard . 
of ſcripture ; who earnelily prays for the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit to aſſiſt him in forming his 
judgement concerning them; and who obſerves 
the rules of modeſty. and meekneſs in oppoſing 
{uch ſentiments as he deems erroneous,—To go 
further than this would render us the diſciples of 
men; and however fpecions in appearance, it is 
generally the offspring of indolence and want of 
ſeriouſneſs; it betrays a comparative diſregard to 
the importance of divine truth; and it forms a 
convenient excuſe for ſhunning the trouble ok 
reflection and patient inveſtigation. 


A comprehenſtve acquaintance with chriſtianity 
in its full extent, in the dependence, fnbordina- 
tion, harmony, and proportion, which eve 
doctrine bears to all the other parts of the ſyſtem; 
with an accurate knowledge of the temper aml 
conduct becoming believers in all the relations of 
life, and the ſituations in which they are or may 
be placed, is an attainment of great importance 
and difficulty: nor can any tolerable proficiency 
be made in it, without great diligence, and perſe- 
vering application of mind for a long-time; eſ- 
pecially as moſt men can only ſpare a ſhort portion 
of every day or week from other duties, tor fuck 
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inveſtigations. Yet, without ſome conſiderable 


meaſure of this acquaintance with the ſubjett, 


how ſhall a man be able to diſtinguiſh between 
truth and error artfully diſguiſed? Between good, 
and evil ſpectoufly proprſed? Between genuine, 
and counterteit experience? Between ſolid and 
plauſible arguments and objections? Without a 
degree of accuracy in ſpiritual perception, how 
can the believer ſeparate the precious from the 
vile, when Satan, by means of falſe teachers, or 
by partially miſleading pious men, mingles the 
poiſon of falſe doctrine with the wholeſome food 
of divine truth? How ſhall he draw the water 


of life pure and wholeſome, when immenſe pains 
are taken to corrupt the wells of ſalvation? How 


eſcape the ſnares of the enemy, who ſeldom tempts 
pious perſons to groſs crimes, but ſeduces them by 
theappearance of good? How avoid the extremes, 
into which he never tails attempting to. drive the 
friends of truth; or avoid , being frighted from. 
thoſe things which are excellent by hard names? 
Without this, how can we be enabled to with- 
ſtand and oppole the prevailing hereſies of the 
intai . the de- 
mands of human authority, or the clamours of a 
deluded multitude? In ſhort, how can we rea- 
{onably hope to ſteer our courſe, through the 
ſhoals, rocks, and whirlpools, that abound in this 
perilous ocean, without ſuffering great loſs, 


though we ſhould be marvellouſly preſerved from 


ſhipwreck? Or how ſhall we ſhun one danger 


without riſking another, perhaps more formida- 


ble? 


It is indeed evident to every obſerving perſon, 
that the want of this accuracy and promptitude, 
in diſtinguiſhing things that differ, expoſes many 
perſons to be ſeduced inte various errors both in 


doctrine and practice, and renders their conduct 
unſtable and their characters inconſiſtent. 
Such things may not form any impeachment af 
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a man's ſincerity: but they render him very un- 
comfortable to himſelf and to his friends; they 
weaken his influence and prevent his uſefulneſs; 
they lead him to ſanction error by his example, 
and, as it were, te give bad bills a currency by 
indorſing or accepting them; and often bring a 
reproach on the goſpel itfetff. On the other hand, 
the man, who, by patient inveſtigation, in depend- 
ence on the teaching of the Holy Spirit, has formed 
an habit and acquired a facility in “ proving all 
„things and holding faſt that which is good,” 
will proceed with ſteadineſs and conſiſtency. 
through the various circumſtances which occur in. 
this changing world: he will be prepared to main- 
tain the credit of his profeſſion, and the tranquillity 
of his mind, in trying times: he will know how 
to attend with firmneſs to his own duties, even 
amidſt perſecutions, without incurring the diſ- 
grace or diſtreſs of ſuffering as an evil-doer, or 
as a buſy-body in other men's matters.“ He 
will learn either to ſuſpend his opinion, or de- 
cidedly to expreſs his diſapprobation, when novel 
ſentiments, or confident pretenſions attract the 
public notice: for theſe commonly prove like 
glaring meteors; they ſucceed one another at 
certain intervals, and then fall into contempt 
and oblivion ; though for the time they too gene- 
nerally meet with encouragement from many 
profeſſors of religion, to the diſgrace of the cauſe, 
and the great loſs: of thoſe who turn aſide afte r 
them. 


The clauſe. under conſideration, however, may 
be conſidered according tothe common tranſlation. 
of it; that ye may approve things that are ex- 

6. cellent.'” This has indeed been in a great 
meaſure anticipated, in the obſervations made 
on the increaſe of holy love: yet it may not be 
improper to ſubjoin ſome. thoughts in this place, 
on cordial approbation of things excellent, and 
abhorrence of things that are evil; without which 
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Hate the evil, and love ihe good,“ was the 


any man without it be“ meet to be a partaker 


 themie.ves with harangues on the beauty of vir- 


„ 
the moſt exact outward regufarity of conduRt is 
a mere iorm of godlineſs, or a pagan virtue.— 
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Lord's exhoriation to lire]; “ athor that which is 
evil, cleave to that which is good,“ is the apoſ- 
tolical meſlag- to Chriſtians, (A. 505, v. 15. Rom. 
X11. 9.) This the ſpiritual law requires, and the 
nature of true repentance implies: without this 
ſtate of the heart, fn will, in one form or other, 
maintain its dominion, and ſhortly re-allume its 
aſcendancy, notwithſtanding terrors of convittion, 
extacies of devotion, or raptures of joy; nor can 
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* of the inheritance of the ſaints in light.” 


A ²˙ ] Ä 
r — ES: | 2222 EEE ons 


However, unregenerate perſons may amuſe 


tue, it is manifeſt that they do not thus * approve 
things that are excellent,” according to the 
ſcriptural ſtandard of excellency: for if they 
did, they would not ſhow a decided averſion to 
the character of thoſe, whom God hath in every 
age honoured as the excellent of the earth; while 
they not only tolerate, but delight in, and Javiſh 
their encomiums on, ſuch perſons and actions“ as 
„ God abhorreth.” Yet it is ſelf-evident, that the 
more a man delights in the good, and hates the 
evil, the neerer he muſt approach to the right 
frame of mind; the greater muſt be his meaſure of 
conformity to God; the better muſt he be prepared 
for ſerving him; and the more completely fur- 
niſhed ſor every good work. The abhorrence of 
evil and the love of holineſs muſt proportionably 
be attended with felf-abaſement, and humiliation 
for ſin; with ſimplicity of dependence on the 
mercy and grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus; with 
admiring views of his love, and of the preciouſneſs 
of his ſalvation; with modeſty, meekneſs, grati- 
tude, patience, and conteniment; with watchtul- 
neſs againſt the evil we hate, diligence in purſuing 
and practiſing the good we love, and delight even 
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in a ſelf. denying courſe of obedience: nor could 
we ever be proud of any attainments or perform- 


ances, if we entirely abhorred the mixture of 
evil, which an acute ſpiritual diſcernment will 


perceive in ail we do. it muſt, therefore, be a 
moſt important part of the chriſtian's growth in 
grace, to become more and more able readily to 
prove things that differ, to diſtinguiſh accurately 
between genuinc excellency and all counterfeits; 
to ſeparate exactly the good from the mixtures of 


evil blended with it; and cordially to love the 


good and to abhor the evil, which 1s found in 


characters, actions, or difpofitions, whether . 


ſelves or others are concerned, 


IV. The next clauſe in this prayer, that ye 


“may be ſincere,“ ſuggeſts to us another parti- 


cular, in which the behever's growth 1 in grace 
conſiſts. There may be ſincerity without genuine 

ety: but piety cannot ſubſiſt without ſincerity. 
Apr pride, carnal affections, or other cor- 
rupt principles may fo retain a man in 1gnorance, 
or pervert his Judgment, that he may * verily 
* think he ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Chriſt;” and thus very ſincerely 


fight againfl God. He cannot indeed be. juſtly 


charged with 2u/ancerity: but that does not excule 


his other Crimes. He 1 is not a humble, ſerious, 


and teachable enquirer after the truth, who fecks 
it diligently and impartially, as diſpoſed to em- 
brace and adhere to it wherever he finds it, or 


whatever it may coſt him. On the contrary he 
thuts his eyes againſt the light, and ſtrives againſt 


his own convictions, when his prejudices, inter— 
eſts, or eln are concerned; and for 
« thts cauſe God lends,” ſuch men, “' a ſtrong de- 
* luſion, that they ſhould believe a le; that they 


* might all be damned, who believed not the 


„truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſnels,” 
(2 Theſl. ii.) But to be ſincere, in the {criptural 
ſenſe, implics the profeſſion of that religion, which 
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God hath revealed to us; and muſt, therefore, 
differ very widely from ſincerity in oppoſing his 


truths, precepts, and ſervants. It conſiſts in An- 


cerely reverencing and believing the doctrines of 
the goſpel, embracing the ſalvation of Chriſt,” 
and yielding ourſelves to God, as willing to be: 


taught and ruled by him; in /rncerely _— to 
know the truth, in boldly profeſſing it, and endea- 


vouring to live according to it; and in er 
, 


repenting of every fin, renouncing the wor! 

denying ourſelves, taking up our croſs, and fol- 
lowing our Lord, in the chearful obedience of 
faith and love. When he, who ſearcheth the 
heart, declares the profeſſor to be © a chriſtian 
indeed, in whom there is no guile;'” when his 
love is without diflimulation,”” and he is ac- 


tually as much diſpoſed to every good work, as 


he deſires to be thought; when he can ſay, with- 
out heſitation or oſtentation, Lord, thou 
* knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt 
* love thee;“ when he is as careful to ap- 
prove his ſecret -condutt to God, as to main- 
tain his credit before men, and dreads hypo- 


criſy more than human cenfure; when mental 


diſcipline and the government of his thoughts 
form a part of his daily employment, and. Cleanſe 
the thoughts of my heart by the inſpiration of 
* thy Holy Spirit,“ a part of his ſecret daily 
prayer: when he is not conſcious of any reſerves 
in his obedience, in favour of ſome darling paſhon, 


or apainſt ſome ſelf-denying duty: then a man 


13 indeed a {ound charatter, and ſhall never be 
put to ſhame.—Let it not, however, be ſuppoſed, 
that a ſtate of perfection is intended: the ver 

man, of whom theſe things may juſtly be ſpoken, 
feels fin dwelling in him, warring againſt him, and 
mixing with all he does: he often goes mourning 
to the throne of grace, and with ſighs and groans 
laments before God thoſe defects and defilements, 
which no human eye witneſſeth, and which num- 
bers would ſcarcely conſider as at all reprehenſible. 
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But he allows himfelf in no ſin; he deſires wich- 
out exception to have all evil diſpoſitions morti- 
fed; and no more habitually permits envy, malice, 
pride, avarice, or Juſt, to lodge as a welcome 
gueſt in his heart; than he Somatic groſs crimes 
in his daily condutt. | 
With ſuch a conſciouſneſs of integrity in his 
chriſtian profeſſion. the apoſtle: was ſupported, 
under the various calumnies and ſuſpicions, to 
which he was ſubjected. Our rejoicing,” ſays 
he, “is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly fancerity, not with 
* fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our converſation in the world.” (2 Cor. i. 
12.) This godly ſincerity as much differs from 
_ worldly ſincerity, as godly ſorrow does from 
worldly. ſorrow: (2 Cor. vii. 10.) it is in ſome 
degree eſſential to the character of a chriſtian 
but it gathers ſtrength and acquires a more com- 
plete aſcendancy, as he grows in grace; and with 
increaſing knowledge, ſenſibility, and diſcern- 
ment, he perceives many things in his conduct 
and converſation not exactly conſiſtent with it, 
which he carefully endeavours to rettily : for 
indeed the ſame words and actions which once 
formed no impeachment of his ſincerity in pro- 
feſſing the goſpel, would prove him a hypocrite, 
ſhould he perſiſt in them, when “ more fully in- 
« ſtructed in the ways of the Lord.“ 


The apoſtle before this had deemed the Philip- 
pians ſincere believers: he was © confident: that 
*+ the Lord, who had begun a good work in them, 
© would perform it until the day of Chriſt ;—even 
© as it was meet, that he ſhould think this of them 
„all:“ —but he prayed that this holy ſincerity 
might be permanently manifeſted, and more 
exactly regulate all their profeſſions and conduct 
towards God and man: that in all their words and 
actions they might be preſerved pure from every 
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tindture of diſſimulation and hypocriſy. Anil 


what believer will refuſe to adopt this prayer for 
himſelf, and for all, whoſe growth in grace he 
eſpecially, defires? And who does not fee, even 


among profeſſors, whom it would be very wrong 


wholly to condemn, many grievous mixtures oÞ 
inſincerity, real or apparent, the effect of igno- 
rance, warm paſhons, ſtrong attachments or pre- 


judices, inattention, a timid incapacity of giving 


a direct reſuſal, or the habit of exciting expetta- 
tions by kind language and ambiguous expreſſions, 
without any real intention of an{wering them? 


But the original word ſignifies unmxed,or puri- 
Hed from every thing that is debaſing, like honey 
when thoroughly ſeparated from the wax. It 
has, therefore, been thought, that the apoſtle re- 


ferred to the ſimplicity of the conſiſtent chriſtian, 


as contraſted with the conduct of ſuch as attempt 


to ſerve God and mammon; and endeavour to 
unite the intereſts, 238 and er Fre of the 


World with thoſe of religion, in defiance of our 
Lord's moſt ſolemn declaration, that it is impoſſible. 


When a man appears devout in the place of wor- 
{hip, on the Lord's day, or in pious company: 


but acts like a mere worldly man in other. circles, 
and on other occaſions; when his religion falls 
almoſt wholly under human obſervation, and 


neither enters his cloſet, nor influences his condu@ . 


in his family, his dealings, or the uſe ke makes of 
his time and talents; when he loves to diſpute 
about the truth, but manifeſts no improvement of 


diſpoſition from his attachment'to it; when he 


makes one, almoſt as regularly at the places of 
diverſion or diſſipation, as at thoſe. of public 


worſhip; or when he is religious with relerves, 


and only by fits and ſtarts; he exhibits a melan- 


choly and affecting fight to every truly pious 


mind. But to this too common character we. may 


contraſt the profeſſor of the goſpel, who maintains 
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a conſiſtent conduct in all 3 and companfes, 
1 


under the habitual impreſſion of this thought, 
Thou, God, ſeeſt me; who *© is in the tear 
of the Lord all the day long;“ who condutts his 
moſt ordinary concerns on the higheſt principles; 
who aims to fulfil the duties of every relation 
** heartily, as to the Lord and not unto men;“ 
who ſeeks to have every employment, po ſſe ſſion, and 
-eomfort, “ ſanctified by the word of God and 
% prayer;” whoſerves his Maſter in heaven, when 
engeges in his ſhop, in manual labour as a ſervant, 
and even in taking needful recreation; and en- 
deavours to obſerve the apoſtle's direction, 
Whether ye eat, or whether ye drink, or what- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Reli- 
gion conſtitutes ſuch a man's buſineſs, intereſt, 
and pleaſure; and by afſigning to every thing its 
proper place, proportioning his attention to every 
object eee to its value and importance, and 
arranging his ſecular concerns in due ſubordina- 
tion and wee ge to the one thing needful, he 
\ renders every part of bis conduct an act of chea.- 
ful obedience to the God of his ſalvation. It is 
probable, chat no mere man completely anſwers 
this deſcription: but it certainly compriſes the ſub- 
ſtance of various ſcriptural exhortations, and accords 
to the commands and example of our bleſſed Lord. 


Growth in grace muſt, therefore, eſpecially con- 


ſiſt in a continual approximation to this ſtate of 
mind and tenor of conduct; and the diſparity 
between our actual attainments and this profi- 
ciency in religion, ſhould increaſe our earneſtneſs 
in preſſing forward to the mark, for the prize of 
our high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


V. The apoſtle next adds, © that ye may be 
* without een till the day of Chriſt:“ and we 
may from this clauſe deduce another particular, 
connected with the believer's growth in grace, 
The day of Chriſt, when he ſhall come to judge. 
ment, ſhould be continually kept in view by 
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diſciples and miniſters of Chriſt. 
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all his diſciples; and the ſcripture conſtantly calls 


our attention to it. Without any enquiry into. 


the times and ſeaſons, which the Lord hath been. 


pleaſed to conceal, we may certainly know.that 
the Judge is at the door; death will ſpeedily: 
tranſmit each of us to the tribunal of God, and. 


if we be preſerved without offence till death, we. 


ſhall be alſo till the day of Chriſt, 


The word tranſlated offence denotes-any thing 


laid in a man's path, over which he may ſtumble 


and fall. Numbers“ ſtumble at the word being 


diſobedient,“ and openly reje& the goſpel ;. 
ſome make a temporary profeſſion, . but“ by and 


by they are offended, and in time of temptation 
% fall. away;” and others prove an A to 
their neighbours, by a conduct inconſiſtent with 
their avowed prineiples.— Should we ſuppole that 
St. Paul meant to intimate to the Philippians, that 
they would:do well to diſtruſt themſelves, though 
he had expreſſed. a ſtrong confidence reſpecting 
them, it might ſuggeſt an uſeful inſtruction: for 
the chriſtian. who. moſt grows in grace will be 
leaſt diſpoſed to rely on the favourable opinion 
of his-brethren; knowing that they cannot diſcern 
the ſecrets of his heart; conſcious of many inward 
evils that none ſuſpett; and aware that brotherly 


love induces candour in judging others, and ſe- 
verity only towards ourſelves. But the new. 


convert, or declining profeſfor is apt to take vait 
encouragement from the good opinion of. reputa- 


ble proteſlors, or eminent miniſters : and it may, 


ſeriouſly be apprehended that many reſt their con 
fidence entirely on ſuch teſtimonies, and finally. 
deceive themſelves; becauſe they deemat 9 
to regard the warnings of {cripture, or the re 
mon ſtrances of their own. conlciences, and refuſe 

to © examine themſelves. whether they are in the. 
faith,“ after having been approved by the: 
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A man may ſtumble, however, who is not finally 
caſt down. Judas alone fatally apoſtatized; 
but all the apoſtles were ended, when their 
Lord was delivered into the hands of ſinful men. 
Many profeſſors have ſtumbled, and fallen into 
grievouscrimes, cauſing others to ſtumble alſo; and 
yet they have been renewed unto repentance, and 
finally ſaved. Whatever wiſe and holy reaſons 
the Lord may have, in his unſearchable counſels, 
for permitting ſuch things; his law, of © 2 
* our neighbour as ourſelves,” is our rule o 
duty; and the believer, who underſtands and feels 
the genuine. tendency of his principles, would, 
however alſured of his own ſalvation, be ready to 
leave the world with groans and tears, on reflect- 
ing that his miſcondutt had emboldened the 
enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme; hardened ſome 
in impenitency; deceived others in an empty pro- 
feſſion; expoled the golpel to 3 ridicule 
and reproach; and overwhelmed the friends of 
truth with grief and diſcouragement. 
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Our path through life is interſperſed with 
fiumbling-blocks, which Satan hath placed there, 
by means of infidels, hypocrites, apoſtates, deceiv- 
ers, and inconſiſtent proteflors.—It behoves us, 
therefore, to watch and be ſober;“ yet, unlels 
the Lord keep us, we ſhall watch in vain: ſo that 
while we walk circumſpettly and cautiouſly, we 
ſhould pray without cealing, © Hold thou me up, 
* and I all be fafe;” and, while we carefully 
avoid every occaſion of ſtumbling, we ought ta 
ule every precaution not to throw any ſtumbling. 
blocks in tie way of our brethren. For this mult 
be the conlequence, if we inibibe, countenance, 
or propagate erroneous opinions; if we be drawn. 
into any glaring indilcretion or inconſiſtency; at 
we-yield to temptation in an unguarded hour; and 
even, it we do not carefully“ avoid every ap- 
4 Ltaiance of evil.“ | FEM 


4 
- 


1 1 


Nothing ſurely can be more deſirable to an heir 
of ſalvation, than to paſs the time of his ſojourning 
in humble fear, and circumſpettion; that he m 
bring no : reproach on the goſpel while he lives, 
and leave a teſtimony to the excellency of his 
character, in the conſciences of his ſurvivors. 
Thus a man finally ratifies every thing he hath 
ſaid and done to recommend the cauſe of Chriſt, 
during the whole counſe of his profeſſion: by 
« well-doing he puts to ſilence the ignorance of 


© fooliſh men:“ © being dead he yet ſpeaketh, 


and the recollection of his holy converſation per- 


petuates, and ſtamps a value on his principles, 
when he can no longer endeavour to diffeminate 
them.—In proportion to the degree of our genuine 
love to the Lord and his cauſe, the defire of thus 
living and dying mult gain ſtrength ; and the, cons 
ſiſtent chriſtian, in his deliberate © judgment, 


would prefer death with credit, to the moſt proſ- 
perous life, connected with becoming a diſgrace 
to the goſpel. This habitual diſpoſition will ren- 


der him. more vigilant and circumſpect, and eſpe: 


cially more fervent in prayer, that he may be 
preſerved “ without offence until the day of 
+ Chrilt.” On the contrary, when profeſſors 
deem it a mark of proficiency, that they are freed 
from all concern about . theſe things; when they 
really grow more Jax in their conduct, and regard- 


leſs what impreſſions it may make on: others; it 


is evident that they are declining in grace, if not 
wholly deſtitute of divine life, whatever opinion 


they may forin of themſelves. - The primitive 


churches were troubled with perſons-of this de- 
{cription, who deemed it a proof of their know. 
ledge, and a part of their liberty, to difregard ex- 
pediency or propriety in uſing their privileges; 
and to pleaſe themſelves, whatever might be the 
conſequence. Thus they became an offence to 
their weak bzethren,not walking charitably towards 
them. The apoſtle, therefore exhorted them to 
follow thoſe things which make for peace, and 
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« by which one may edify another :" he declared, 
that if meat made his brother to offend, he 
e would eat no fleſh while the world ſtood, leſt 
© he ſhould make his brother to offend:“ and he 
added, © Be ye followers of me, even as I am 
„ of Chriſt.” But who can doubt, that Paul was 
more advanced in grace, than the chriſtians te 
whom he wrote? He was far more conformed 
to the mind that was in Chriſt, delivered from 
carnal ſelf-love, inſpired with zeal for the glory 
of God, filled with love to his brethren, and de- 
firous of the ſalvation of ſinners, than they were. 
Hence we may indiſputably conclude, that growth 
in grace conſiſts greatly in an increafing circum- 
ſpection reſpecting our conduct, that we may 
avoid every cauſe of offence laid in our way, and 
not prove an occaſion of ſtumbling to others. 
And as our Lord has declared that it is better 
„for a man, that a mill-ſtone ſhould be hanged 
about his neck, and that he ſhould be drowned in 
the depths of the fea, than that he ſhould 
" offend one of thelittle ones who believe in him,” — 
how greatly ought we to dread ſuch miſcondutt; 
as may prejudice numbers againſt the truth, and 
„% prove an occaſion of their eternal ruin?“ It 
is to be feared, that few of us are wholly guiltleſs 
in this reſpe&t; and probably we ſhall find, on 
accurate ſelf-examination, more cauſe for deep 
humiliation, that we ſuſpect. 


But it would exceed the bounds aſſigned to this 
treatiſe, ſhould the ſubject of offences be conſidered. 
in a manner ſuitable to its importance: eſpecially 
as another occaſion will offer of reſuming it. Yet, 
before we proceed further, it may be proper to 
call the reader's attention to that fource of fcan- 
dals, which our Lord hath eſpecially feletted, 
namely, diſcords and contentions among his diſci- 
ples. (Matt. xvin.) Bitter controverſies among 
_ profeſlors of the goſpel; mutual accuſations, it 
not invectives and flanders; appeals to the world 


r 


other effects of pride, ſelfiſhneſs, and reſentment, 
too common at this day, are not only deviations 
from the rules our Lord hath preſcribed in this 


4] 


in print of one party againſt another; and many 


caſe, but diametrically oppoſite to them; and conſti- 
tute offences of the moſt pernicious and lamenta- 


ble kind. But growth in grace proportionably de- 
ſtroys the root of this bitterneſs; and renders men 
cautious not to diſgrace the common cauſe, by 


an eagerneſs to vindicate their own characters, 
ſecure their own intereſts, or expoſe the crimes 
of their opponents. It renders them averſe to 


controverſy when it can be avoided; and when 


conſtrained to contend for the truth, it dictates 


candour, meekneſs, modeſty, and benevolence, 
mortifies the deſire of victory and applauſe, and 
inſpires zeal for the honour of God and the ſalva- 


tion of ſouls. It is, therefore, evident, that this 


is one important part of growth in grace, though 


it be ſeldom duly valued and inculcated. 


VI. The apoſtle concludes with theſe words, 
That ye may be filled with the fruits of righteouſ- 
„ neſs, which. are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe 


« and glory of God.: and this evidently com- 


priſes another particular of great importance in 


this enquiry. The care, expence, and labour of 


. grafting, pruning, and tending the tree, 


ave reipett to the fruit expected from it; with- 


out which no man would be ſatisfied with its 
ſtately growth, redundant foliage, or beautiful 
bloſſoms. The whole plan of redemption, the 
humiliation and ſufferings of the divine Saviour, 
the inſpiration of the holy ſcriptures, the preached 


goſpel, and the inſtituted ordinances, are entirely 


| deſigned to render men fruittul in good works; 


aud if this end be not anſwered in thoſe who pro- 
feſs the goſpel, the whole as to them has hitherto 
been uneffectual. What could L have done 
„ more to my vineyard. that I have not done in it r 


_ ++ wherefore, when I looked that it ſhould bring 
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forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes.” Even 
the work of the Holy Spirit, in regenerating, illu- 
minating, convincing, and comforting the Foul IS. 
entirely ſubſervient tg the Lord's deſign of ren- 
- dering it holy and fruitful: nor is any knowledge, 
experience, faith, joy, or confidence, genuine, 
which is not connected with fruitfulneſs, or pro- 
ductive of it. Every tree, that bringeth not 
forth good fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the 

fire. „ i AP : ; 
Whatever part of a believer's conduct tends to 
make known the glorious perfections and works 
of God, and to promote the credit of the goſpel, 
the converſion of ſinners, and the peace or purity 
of the church; whatever may diminiſh the ſum 
total of ignorance, error, vice and miſery in the 
world, or increaſe that of true knowledge, wiſdom, 
holineſs, and felicity; in ſhort whatever does 
real good tomankind, in their temporal or ſpiritual 
concerns; is good fruit: all elſe ſhould be counted 
but as leaves and bloſſoms. An upright, faithful, 
blameleſs, benevolent, peaceable, forgiving, pure, 
and holy converfation; a cheartul, thankful, re- 
ſigned, and patient ſpirit; a reverential, and ſtated 
attendance on the ordinances of public and family 
worſhip; a conſcientious regard to the will of 
God, in our dealings with men, and in our beha- 
-viour towards all who are in any way related to 
us, even when they neglett their reciprocal duties; 
and an habitual moderation, in all the purſuits, 
intereſts, and pleaſures of life, have a manifeſt 
tendency thus to adorn our profeſſion and benefit 
mankind. To theſe we may add a faithful im- 
provement of the talents committed to our ſtew. 
ardſhip; whatever meaſure of authority, influence, 
abilities, learning, or riches, may be aſſigned to us 
by our common Maſter; for with ſuch talents we 
may do proportionable good; provided we be in- 
fluenced by evangelical principles, avail ourſelves 
of advantages and opportunities, and aſk wiſdom 


E 


of Cod to dire us in our endeavours. All thoſe 
liberal acts of piety and charity, which chriſtians 


perform with that portion of their time, attention, 


or property, which others waſte: or abuſe, are 


fruits of righteouſneſs,” acceptable to God through 
Jeſus. Chriſt. And when we connect with theſe 


things, an holy boldnefs in profeſſing the truth, 
and conſtancy, chearfulneſs, and meekneſs in ſuf- 
tering for it; we have the general out-lines of 


chriſtian fruitfulneſs. 

The good ground © brought forth fruit, ſome 
thirty, ſome ſixty, and ſome an hundred fold.“ 
All behevers are in ſome meaſure fruitful, when 
their principles have had time to produce the pro- 
per effect: but the apostle prayed for his beloved 
people, that they might be filled with the fruits 
ok righteouſneſs.” He earneſtly deſired, that 


they might produce all the fruits of the Spirit, 
(Gal. v. 22, 23.) in a degree fully adequate to 


their abilities and opportunities; that none of 
their talents might be buried or miſemployed, nor 
any thing neglected, or left unattempted, by which 
they might glorify God and do good to men. We 
cannot think ourſelves perfect zu thts life, without 


being juſtly chergeable with pride; nor can we 


neglett to pray for perfection and follow after it, 
without criminal negligence and toleration of ſin 
in our hearts and lives. 


Profeſſors of the goſpel too often reſemble thoſe 
trees, which muſt be very carefully examined, 


| before it can be determined, whether they bear 


any fruit or no. But the apoſtle could not be ſa- 
tisfied with ſuch ambiguous charatters; he wiſhed 
to ſee his people, like ſuch fruit-trees as attract 
the notice and admiration of every traveller, while at 
one glance he ſees all the branches loaded with the 
valuable produce. It muſt then be manifeſt that 
the increaſe of fruitfulneſs is one eſſential branch 


0 


of the believer's growth in grace; nay, indeed, 
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| prattical ſubjects, which have been enlarged on 
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that all the other particulars are principally impor- 
tant becauſe of their ſubſerviency to this grand 
object. This might be more copiouſly proved 
and illuſtrated, but it ſeems too obvious to require 


it. Our Lord declares, he had choſen and 


* ordained. his apoſtles, that they ſhould bring 


5 forth fruit, and that their fruit ſhould remain.“ 
and whoever duly conſiders the inſtruction con- 
veyed by the parable of the vine and the branches, 


will be ready to conclude, that no man is a living 


branch of that true Vine, who does not bring forth 
more and more fruit, during his continuance in 


this world; and will at leaſt determine, that when 


the reverſe takes place, the professor's ſtate and 
charatter become proportionably ambiguous. 


We have now followed the apoſtle through the 


ſeveral petitions of this important prayer; intend- 


ing to reſerve the concluding words to be conſi- 


dered in the application of the ſubject. We ſhall 
therefore here cloſe this diviſion of the treatiſe 
with the words of the apoſtle to the ſame Philippi- 
ans: © Finally brethren, whatſoever things are 
„true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
'* whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things 


are of good report, —if there be any virtue, if 
„ there be any praiſe, think of theſe things. Thoſe 


© things, which ye have both learned, and received, 


% and heard, and ſeen in me, do, and the God of 


++ peace ſhall be with you.” (Phil. iv. 8, 9.) 


- 


SECTION: 8, 
Containing ſome additional obſervations on the na- 


ture and effects of growth in grace, as deducible 
from other ſcriptures. 


HI LE we attempt to inculcate thoſe 
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our progreſs: but it is a matter of that importance, 


[49 ] 

in the preceding part of this treatiſe, it may per- 
haps be feared, lelt we ſhould draw men from the 
ſimplicity of dependence on free grace, by faith 
in the righteouſneſs and atonement of the divine 
Saviour. On this account, therefore, as well as 
for other reaſons, it may be expedient to ſubjoin 
a few more particulars, in which growth in grace 
conſiſts, and by which it may be aſcertained both 
in reſpect of it's reality and degree. 
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I. Genuine growth in grace is always accom- 
ere with proportionable Auννjjl ation, and the 
abitual exerciſe of repentance. This hath in- 
deed been implied and intimated in every part of 
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and creates ſuch difficulty to many perſons, that 
a more explicit conſideration of it ſeems neceſſary. 
True grace conſiſts in illumination, ſenſibility, 
ſubmiſſion, and ſpirituality; and, as theſe increaſe 
by progreſſive ſanctification, deeper humiliation 
muſt be produced. Clearer and more diſtinct 
views of the divine majeſty and greatneſs muſt 
proportionably abate our ſfeli-importance, and 
render us little, and, as it were, nothing in our 


own eyes. Fuller diſcoveries of the holineſs, 


juſtice, mercy, and truth of God, and of the 
glory and beauty of his harmonious pertettions ag | 
diſplayed in the perfon of Chriſt, muſt ſhow us 11 
more and more the intrinſic evil of ſin, and the 4 
heinouſneſs of our own tranſgreſſions; and the iq 
ſame defects or defilements muſt give us propor- id 
tionably greater uneaſineſs, than they did when 
we had leſs ſenſibility and ſpirituality. Thus ſelf- N 


abhorrence, on account of preſent ſinfulneſs, muſt 


increaſe with our growth in holineſs. The habit i 
alſo of comparing every part of our temper and 1 


conduct with the perfect law of God and the ex- | 

ample of Chriſt, inſtead of judging ourſelves by if 

other rules, tends to bring us more acquainted 10 

with the hidden evils of our hearts, and the un— | | 
Þ 
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ſuſpected ſins of our lives; as well as to ſhow the 
imperfection of our duties. That intimate com- 
munion with God, which accompanies growth in 
grace, muſt make us more ſenſible of our ſinful- 
neſs; and even the company of the moſt pious 
chriſtians tends to abate our ſelf-confidence, to 
cover us With ſhame, and to excite us to renewed 
' exerciſes of deep repentance, from the conſciouſ- 
neſs that we fall far beneath them in many parts 
of our character and behaviour. Every diſcovery 
of the glory of redemption by the croſs of Chriſt, 
and of the immenſity of our general and particu- 
lar obligations to his love, tend to make us diſſa- 
tisfied with our preſent meaſure of devoted obe- 
dience, and to humble us under the conſciouſneſs 
of multiplied inſtances of ingratitude to our Be- 
nefactor. So that, while there is any alloy of ſin 
in the heart of a regenerate perſon, his ſelf- ab- 
horrence and humiliation before God for it mult 
bear proportion to the degree of his attual profi- 
ciency in holineſs. No proof that a ſin ne d become 
pure in heart is ſo unequivocal, as his groans and 
tears on account. of his remaining pollution, 
while it appears leſs and leſs in his external con— 
duct; yet this often occaſions dejettion, when 
not attended with a clear underſtanding of that 
lanctifying work, by which the Holy Spirit ſeals 
believers to the day of redemption; and would 
always produce this effect, were it not for the dil- 
coveries made to the ſoul of the entire freeneſs 
and inexhauſtible riches of divine grace to all, 
that flee for reluge to the hope ſet before them. — 
Thus, when holy Paul abounded in grace, and 
Was fruitful in good works, probably above any 
man on earth; he was more humbled before God 
than others, not only for his former rebellions 
as the chief of ſinners;“ but alſo in reſpect of 
his preſent diſpolition and ſervices, “ leſs than 
„the leaſt of all ſaints.“ Nor 1s it necellary to 
refer to the well known examples of Job, Iſaiah, 
Daniel, or the centurion whom our Lord com— 


„ 


mended: their actual attainments and unaffected 


humility are well known to all who diligently 
conſider the ſubject. | 


This increaſe of humility never fails to pro- 
duce a proportionable diſpoſition to conde- 
ſcention, courteouſneſs, and modeſty; a willing- 
neſs to take the loweſt place, © in honour preter- 
ring others to ourſelves;“ and a ſatisfaction of 

mind in obſcure ſtations, or with ordinary ſervices, 
if they be allotted to us. The believer gradually 
acquires ſuch a view of himſelf and his miſcon- 
duct during a ſucceſſion of years, that he“ re- 
members and is confounded, and never opens 
* his mouth any more for his ſhame, when the 
Lord is pacified to him for all that he hath 
done.“ (Ezek. xvi. 63.) This cures him of his 
propenſity to boaſt, revile, cenſure, and complain; 
and produces lowlineſs, meekneſs, candour, re- 
ſignation, contentment and gratitude, in the 
habitual frame of his temper, and tenor of his 
condutt.—lIf then any perſon's ſuppoſed growth in 
other reſpedts, be accompanied with evident 
pride, ambition, oſtentation, contention, arrogance, 
-. | boaſting, and bitterneſs; we muſt conclude his 
apparent graces to be counterfeits, and not the 
real fruits of the Spirit: for © this wiſdom is not 
from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh.” 
Indeed unleſs ſuch proficiency be accompanied 
with an evident increaſe in tenderneſs, modeſty, 
and gentleneſs; with a readineſs to ſubmit to 
conviction and to be very ſorry for every fault; 
and with a diſpoſition to be more and more re- 
ſigned under contempt and negle&; a man's 
growth in grace cannot be clearly aſcertained. 
he yeclothed with humility,” is an exhortation 1 
to the moſt arduous attempt and the moſt exalted or 
attainment, to which man 1s capable of aſpiring. 
Pride is the moſt offenſive to God of all fins: a 
proud holineſs is — ſelf- contradictory: 
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for no grace can ſubſiſt except by connection 
with humility: and the idea, that exhortations to 
chriſtian tempers and evangelical fruitfulnefs tend 
to render men proud, ariſes from an entire miſap- 
prehenſion concerning the very nature of that 


* holineſs, without which no man {hall ſee the 
Lord.“ | 


It is indeed true, that the exerciſe of grace, or 
diligence in duty may prove an occaſion of pride 
to a believer; and ſo may the knowledge of evan- 
gelical truth, or even the exercile of ſelf- abaſe- 
ment and contrition in any remarkable degree. 
But then true grace continually counteracts theſe 


emotions; and the root of pride is gradually 


weakened even by means of theſe rank but unal- 
lowed buddings: as © Hezekiah was humbled 
« for the pride of his heart.” The vigorous 
exerciſe, therefore, of h affettions muſt even- 
tually produce deep humiliation: whereas gifts, 
high and falſe affettions, lifeleſs notions, oſten— 
tatious ſervices, and an anholy zeal for evange- 
lical truth, not only allow the branches of pride 
10 ſhoot forth luxuriantly, but water and nouriſh 
the root of that hateful propenſity. 


II. The increaſe of faith, in all it's varied ex- 
erciſes, is an eſſential part of growth in grace, 
and inſeparably connected with all the reſt. 


This has hitherto been taken for granted: but it 
may be uſeful to give the ſubject a more particular 
eonſideration. It we define faith to be © belief 
of the truth,” or * a diſpoſition to credit im- 


Plicitly the teſtimony of God in his word;? 
we may ealily perceive that all true religion 
begins and increaſes with it. Unleſs we thus 


believe the teſtimony of God, we can neither 


fear his wrath, *. as revealed from heaven againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men,“ 


regard his warnings, nor underſtand the nature 


* 


and value of his ſalvation: we can neither ac- 
cept of his invitations, rely on his promiſes, give 
up preſent objects for better things in reverſion, 
nor render the willing obedience of grateful love. 
It is impoſſible therefore to be ſaved without 
faith; becauſe we ſhall certainly negle& the great 
ſalvatiom revealed in ſcripture, if we do not be- 
lieve the record of God concerning it. Alt is alſo 
manifeſt, that the more fully we are acquainted 
with revealed truths, and the more firmly we be- 
lieve them, without vain reaſonings or ſceptical 
heſitations; and the more entirely we realize to 
our minds the awful and affecting ſcenes thus pre- 
ſented to our view; the greater degree of every 
holy affettion, the more decided victory over the 
love of the world and the dread of the croſs; the 
deeper compaſſion for periſhing ſinners, and the 
Hirmer attachment to the cauſe and people of 
God, will be produced. Faith at firſt works by 
fear and hope, and afterwards by love: the in- 
creaſe of faith therefore muſt increaſe the energy 
of theſe active principles, and of every affection 
dependent on them. | 


On the other hand, growth in grace ſtrength- 
pj e ns faith, and habituates the foul to a realizing 
contemplation of inviſible objects, to a deep ſenſe 
of their importance and of our intimate concern I 
in them, and to a decided preference of eternal '1 
things above all the intereſts of this tranſient ſcene. 4 
— Thus the believer faints not, while © he looks 74 
- © not to the things which are ſeen, but tothe ” 
; | things which are not feen.” He learns, with 
„ Abraham, to part with objects which nature moſt 
e.ncdears to him, when the will of God requires 
them; believing him able to make up every loſs: | 
and, with Moles, he is enabled to count “ the ge 
** reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the trea- 
** ſures of the world, and the afflictions of God's 
people, preterable to the momentary pleaſures 
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of fin, enduring as one who fees him that is 


« inviſible,” 


If we conſider faith as including the idea of 
dependence, or committing ourſelves to the 
Lord's hands, in credence and eonfidence; the 
increaſe of it is inſeparable from growth in grace. 
The convinced ſinner diſcovers, perhaps gradually, 
that he has no reſources in himſelf, and poſſeſſes 
no ability of eſcaping the wrath to come: but, 
Hearing of the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
of the encouragements and promiſes of the new 
covenant, he applies for the grace of his free 
ſalvation, and ſubmits to give God all the glory. 
As his views enlarge, he more expreſsly entruits 
his ſoul and all his eternal intereſts into the hands 
of Chriſt, according to the nature of his redemp- 
tion and the offices he ſuſtains; and expetts the 
ſupply of all his wants from his unſearchable 
riches. Thus he learns “ to live by the faith of 
* the Son of God,” and, as conſciouſly deſerve 
ing of wrath alone, to expect every bleſſing as the 

urchaſe of his blood and the gift of his grace. 
He has not as yet, however, obtained a very deep 
acquaintance with the intrinſic evil of ſin, the 
aggravations of his own iniquities, the deceitful- 
nels and deſperate wickedneſs of the human heart, 
or his own helpleſs and expoſed condition: ſo 


that, attending diligently on every means of grace, 


he hopes ſpeedily to riſe ſuperior to every temp- 
tation, and to feel him/elf advancing in holineſs 

every day; and in this he commonly experiences 
a mortifying diſappointment, even when actuall 

growing in grace. For he continually difcovers 
evil in his heart and duties, which he did not at 

all ſuſpe&t, and has painful experience of his own 
weakneſs and folly, Many a ſharp conflict and 
conſcious relapſe into evil tend to convince him 
that he can do nothing of himſelt;*” and he 


_ eſcapes well if he be not ſo baffled by temptation, 
_ as to act inconſiſtently in ſome degree before men, 


Whilſt the Lord © humbles him, and proves him, 


pendence on him even in the common affairs of 


11 


% and ſhews him what is in his heart, to do him 
* good at the latter end.“ (Deut. viii. 2.) In this 
way, however, after a courſe of years, when he 
has really grown in grace, and is juſtly regarded 
as an eſtabliſhed, honourable, and fruitful chriſ- 
tian; he is ſo far from feeling leſs need of ſupplies 
from the Saviour's fulneſs, that he depends on 
him more ſimply and explicitly for every thing, 
than he did at his firſt acceptance of his ſalvation. 
He more entirely“ counts all but loſs, that he 
* may win Chriſt and be found in him, and in 
his righteouſneſs;”” and continually ſeeks for- 
giveneſs of his daily fins and the acceptance of 
his daily ſervices, by faith in his blood. He now 
conſiders the inclination, ability, and opportu- 
nity, of doing good works, as ſo many gifts from 
the God of grace, increaling more and more his 
obligations to him; and is deeply conſcious, that 
he hath not duly improved his talents: ſo that 
he has great cauſe to be humbled on account of 
his unfaithfulneſs, but none to be proud of thoſe 
things which never were his own: he is alſo en- 
tirely ſenſible, that he cannot perform any good 
work in future, or withſtand the temptations 
which obſtruct his progreſs, without ſupplies of 
wiſdom and ſtrength day 75 day, out of that ſame 
fulneſs, from which he has ſo long been accuſtomed 
to receive. Thus his growth in grace is connected 
with proportionable ſimplicity in the exerciſe of 
faith: while our Lord plainly declares, that 


the habitual ſimplicity and energy of faith in him, 


ſecures the growth of grace 1n all other particulars, 
when he ſays, © He that abideth in me, the ſame 
** bringeth forth much fruit.“ 


The conſiſtent believer learns always to conſi- 
der every object, that ſurrounds him, in its relation 
to the providence, the moral government, or the 
{alvation of God; and this induces a conſtant de- 
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life. He acknowledges God in all his ways:“ 


he relies on him to incline the hearts of thoſe 
with whom he is concerned to act properly to- 
wards him; (Neh. i. 11.) to ſucceed his undertak- 
ings, to protect him in danger, to ſupply his 
wants, and to comfort and deliver him in trouble. 


He depends on the perfections and providence of 
_ God to fulfil his promiſes in theſe reſpects, as 


far as conducive to his good; being aſſured that 
not a ſparrow falls to the ground without his Fa- 
ther's notice and deſign. He conſiders the power 
of God as engaged to reſtrain the malice and rage 
of Satan, to moderate his trials, and to preſerve 
him from circumſtances of overwhelming tempta- 
tion; as well as his grace to ſtrengthen holy af- 
fections and give energy for reſiſtance. Thus he 
paſſes through one difficulty after another; con- 


ſcious of his weakneſs but relying on the Lord 


for ſtrength and protection; he caſts his care on 
him, and “ in every thing by prayer and ſuppli- 
„cation with thankſgiving, makes his requeſts 
„% known to God:“ while his experience of the 
Lord's faithfulneſs and attention to his prayers 
tend to increaſe his faith, and encourage the con- 
fidence of his dependence, without anxious 
alarms or diſtruſttul ſolicitudes. And this prepares 
him for at length paſſing through the valley of the 


{hadow of death without tearing any evil;” 


hoping that the Lord will then be with him, as 
his guide, guard, and comforter, and at laſt re- 
ceive him to his eternal glory. 


The increaſe of faith in this reſ pect muſt be a 


moſt important part of growth in grace, as it pro- 
duces a calm ſubmiſſive ſpirit in the moſt perilous 
and diſtreſſing ſeaſons; when the hearts of unbe- 


Levers, and even of the weak in faith “ are ſhaken 


* like the trees by the wind: it inducesan habitual 
intercourſe in the ſpirit of adoption between the 
redeemed ſinner and his reconciled God and 
Father; as he now walks with God in humble cone 


, 904 
fidence, and reverential fear: it ſecures a man 
from ſeeking relief in trouble by indirect 
means, and renders him watchful againſt every 
thing that would interrupt his communion with 
God, by which his preſent comfort and hopes oi 
tature felicity are principally maintained. And, 
on the other hand, as he grows in grace he will 
attain to greater ſimplicity of dependence on God, 
which will render him leſs dependent on men and 
on ſecond cauſes; he will be leſs affected by the 
fluctuating appearances of external affairs, his 
* heart being fixed truſting in the Lord; and 
will more uniformly conſider all creaturesas his in- 
ſtruments of judgment or of mercy, of correc- 
tion or of comfort; and remember that * all 
** things work together for good to them that love 
* God.” Thus it appears, that growth in grace, 
as to the various particulars compriſed in the 
Apoſtle's prayer for the Philippians, will certain- 
iy be accompanied with deeper humility, ſtronger 
faith, and more entire reliance on God in all 


things pertaining to this life, and to that which is 
to come, 


— COOPES ae 2" EE 


— 


22 


It cannot, therefore, be doubtful, in what a 
believer's growth in grace conſiſts. When 2 
man abounds more and more in all the varied 
exerciſes of holy love; when this love is directed 
and regulated by increaſing knowledge, wiſdom, 

and judgment; when he acquires by exerciſe, un- 
der the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the habit of 
prudently examining and accurately diſtinguiſn- 
ing between things that differ, abhorring the evil, 
and cleaving to the good more entirely and 
heartily from day to day: when he grows more 

known and approved for ſincerity and integrity 
in all his profeſſions and engagements, and more 
ſingly devoted to God, as he advances in years: 
when he becomes more and more circumſpect in 
his words and works, that he may neither inad- 
vertently fall himſelf, or cauſe others to ſtum- 


E 58 J 

ble; and more fervent in prayer to be preſerved 
from bringing any reproach on the goſpel, to the 
end of his courſe: when he grows more abundantly 
fruitful in the works of righteouſneſs; while at 
the ſame time he lies lower before God, in deep 
humility, and 1s more willing than ever to be 
abaſed among men: when he acts more and more 
habitually with the inviſible God and the eternal 
world betore his mind; and relies more entirely on 
the mercy and grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
thus becomes more precious to his ſoul: and 
when his dependence on the providence of God 
is more uniform, and accompanied with greater 


compoſure, ſubmiſſion, and conſtancy in the path 


of duty: when this is the caſe, nothing material 
to the chriſtian character ſeems wanting; the va- 
rious holy diſpoſitions and affections, reſulting 
from regeneration, are advancing to maturity in 


juſt proportion and coincidence, and the believer 


is evidently ripening for the work, worſhip and 
joy of heaven. We might eaſily branch out the 
Tubjef more diffuſely; but it 1s preſumed, the 
attentive reader will perceive, that nothing can 


be ſelected as another diſtinct part of growth in 


grace, which is not fairly reducible to ſome of the 
Particulars, that have been recapitulated. 


PA 
CONCLUSION, 


Tn E apoſtle, having prayed that the Fig. 
pians “ might be filled with the fruits of rig 


& teouſneſs,” ſubjoined, according to the uniform 


language of the New Teſtament, ** which are 
through Jeſus Chriſt to the glory ud perl of 
« God.” Our ftruitfulneſs is utterly inſufficient 


to juſtify our perſons, or recommend us to the 
divine 3 and we are not allowed to court 
the applauſe of men, in the performance of our 
good works: but when they are conſidered as 


1 

the fruits of the Spirit,” produced by his ſacred 
influence on the hearts of fallen creatures; as the 
happy effetts of the incarnation and redemption 
of Chriſt; as preſented through his interceſſion, 
being as it were, ſprinkled with his blood; and 
as conducive in all reſpetts to the manifeſtation 
of the glory of God in the ſalvation of ſinners; 
we ſhall readily perceive that they muſt be well 
pleaſing in his ſight. We are thus conſecrated 
an holy prieſt-hood, to offer ſpiritual ſacrifices, 
acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt;“ and 
hereby he is glorified, when we bring forth 
much iruit.”—This conſideration leads us to 
enquire more particularly into the reaſons which 
induced the apoſtle to pray thus for his people; 
and on what account that growth in grace, which 
hath been deſcribed, 1s ſo greatly to be deſired. 


It is obſervable that we have met with no peti- 
tion for proſperity, deliverance from perſecutors, 
or even ſpiritual conſolation. Indeed it is not 
proper to pray unreſervedly for any temporal com- 
torts in behalf of ourſelves or others; for they are of 
ſo ambiguous a nature, that we cannot tell whether 
they would prove bleſſings or not: though John 
wiſhes his beloved Gaius may * be in health, and 
«© proſper, even as his ſoul proſpered!” A ſingu- 
lar example! and a petition that muſt be reverſ- 
ed to ſuit the caſe of many proteſled chriſtians! 
No doubt Paul did pray that his people might be 
delivered from“ the tribulations and perſecutions _ 
* which they endured:“ and that“ their hearts 
* might be comforted, being knit together in love:“ 
but, when he expreſsly ſet himſelf to point out the 
things, which he principally requeſted in their 
behalf, in order to direct them in ſeeking the 
belt bleſſings for themſelves, he was ſilent on 
thele topics: knowing that he needed not. to re- 
mind them to aſk for temporal deliverances or 
inward conſolations, (if they indeed prayed at 
all;) and that theſe latter would certainly follow, 
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if they obtained the bleſſings which he eſpecially 


deſired for them. We may therefore obſerve, 


1. That growth in grace 1s neceſſary in order 
to the believer's abiding conlolation, and aſſur- 
ance of hope. It may probably have occurred 
to the reader, that aſſurance of an intereſt in 


Chriſt, and of everlaſting lite through Him, has 


not been expreſsly mentioned as eſſential to growth 


in grace or {trength of faith: but as we are exhorted 


to give all diligence, that we may make our call- 


IM ng and election /ure;” and“ that we may poſ- 


* ſels the full aſſurance of hope unto the end: 
we may therefore conſider genuine confidence 
as the efed of increaſing faith and ſanctification. 
(2 Pet. i. 10. Heb. vi. 10—12.) Without a 
meaſure of holineſs there can be no warranted 


comfort or aſſurance of hope; ſtrong cordials, 


indeed given to a man in a high fever may pro- 


duce a tranſient exhileration, while they increaſe 
the diſeaſe: but proper medicines tend to reſtore 


health, which will be accompanied with more 
pleaſing ſenſations, and of a more permanent nature. 
Nov {in is the diſtemper of the ſoul; and while 
pride, malice, luſt, covetouſneſs, or any other 
vile paſſion prevails in the heart; no ſalutary 
comfort can be derived from the promiſes or pri- 
vileges of the goſpel; except as they allure a man 
from his preſent ſeducing, and deſtructive purſuits, 
by ſhowing him that far greater bleſſings are at- 
tainable. But when a humble, meek, pure and 


heavenly diſpoſition is produced; when knows 


ledge, love, ſubmiſhon, and ſpirituality diffuſe 


their benign influence, ſubjugating every corrupt 


paſſion, and moderating every attachment to 
earthly objects, the believer conſequently feels 

a comfort: while the joys which on 
{ſome occaſions fill and tranſport the ſoul in an 
extraordinary manner, are chiefly reſerved for 


times of ſharp conflict, heavy trials, or hard ſer- 


vices. 
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All our genuine conſolations ſpring from the 
mfluences of the Holy Spirit, opening to us the 


treaſures of redeeming love, applying to our 


conſciences the blood of ſprinkling, exciting holy 


affections in our hearts, and giving us earneſts of 
ore inſeparably 


heavenly felicity. They are there ) 
connected with the exerciſe of repentance, faith, 
love, hope, and gratitude: while every kind or 
degree of ſin, even in our tempers or deſires, 


grieves and quenches the Spirit of God, and inter- 
rupts our comforts; till renewed humiliation, 


and application for mercy through the blood of 
Chriſt, reſtore our peace. It muſt therefore 
be evident, that growth in grace is inſeparably 
connected with eſtabliſhed peace, hope, and 
joy in God; a * peace of God which paſſeth un- 


+ derſtanding,” a“ joy unſpeakable and glorious.” 


We ought to value theſe conſolations above all the 
riches and pleaſures of the world, and deſire the 
abundant enjoyment of them from day to day: 
but we ſhould not expect or allow ourſelves to 
wiſh for it, except through the medium of increaſ- 
ing ſanctification and fruitfulneſs. Upon the 
moſt mature deliberation, the prudent chriſtian 
will not heſitate to pray that the loſs of wonted 
conſolations may chaſtiſe his folly, if he grow 
lukewarm, careleſs, or worldly: and that, it the 


only wiſe God ſee that with-holding preſent 


comfort will promote his growth. in grace, he 
may be ſanctified and not comforted, rather than 


comforted and not ſanctified. Preſent joys are 


of ſhort continuance, but increaſing holineſs 1s 


the recovery of health, and the preparation for 


future and eternal felicity. Our Lord hath com- 
manded us to * ſeek firſt the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs;”” and then“ all other 
things will be added to us:“ but numbers by 
inverting this order come ſhort of ſalvation, and 
ſoon loſe their 1dolized worldly objeds. In like 
manner many profeſſors of the goſpel are ſo.cager 


to obtain aſſurance, that they feek it in the firſt 


place; inſtead of firſt ſeeking to grow in grace 
and to bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs, 


leaving it to the Lord to give them comfort and. 


to caule them to! abound in hope by the power of 


the Holy Ghoſt,” in his appointed time and way: 
and thus many are bol ſtered up in vain confidence, 
or amuſed with deluſive joys: and others conti- 


nue feeble, ſickly, and dejetted during the greateſt 


part of their lives. Various methods have, indeed 


been deviſed to afford them relief and conſolation; 


but they have merely a tranſient effect: for the 


child that does not grow, is not healthy, and 


being unhealthy will be uncomfortable, whatever 
may be done to cheer its ſpirits by cordials, to feaſt 
it with delicacies,or toamule it by toys and ſinery. 


2. Growth in grace 1s moſt defirable, in order 
that the Lord Jeſus may be glorified in us, and 
by us.—\V hen Chriſt appeared on earth all thoſe 
who ſaw the perſons that he had reſtored to the 
uſe of their ſenſes and limbs, recovered to health, 
or raiſed from the dead, would have reaſon to 


exclaim with aſtomſhment, * See what Jeſus of 
» Nazareth hath done! how wonderful is his 


power! how great his love! how many, how 
* ſupendous, how beneficent his miracles!'— 


While the monuments oi his divine compaſſion 


and authority over all nature would be ready to 
ſay to all around them, He whom the rulers 
* and {cribes deſpiſe and ſeek to deftroy, reſtored 
my limbs, my underflanding, or my hife,'— 


Thus would he be honoured by them, and in 
them. 


When they, who profeſs the doctrines of the 
goſpel, and avouch Chriſt to be their God and 
Saviour, make it evident in a manner equally in- 
conteſtable, that their tempers are ſanctified, their 
luſts mortified, their ſelfiſh hearts enlarged, and 
their character sſound, pure, and holy: all who 
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knew them before, will be conſtrained to notice 
the change, to wonder at the effects, and to enquire 
into the cauſe.— What hath transformed the 
* brier into a myrtle, the lion into a lamb, or the 
© ſwine into a ſheep? While the perſons who 
have experienced this change, by proteſling their 


faith in Chriſt, give him all the glory; and thus 
the nature and tendency of the goſpel, and the 
excellency of its fruits, are manifeſted: the Lord, 
as 1t were, challenges men to come and examine 
the work he hath wrought, and to ſay, whether it 


be not worthy of-admiration and honour? This 
is the beſt method of confuting infidelity, and 


conftraining iniquity to ſtop her mouth; and the 


fruits of righteoufneſs which believers produce, 


prove, through Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and 
glory of God,” as they tend to make known his 
glorious perfections, and promote the caule of his 
holy religion among mankind. 


But ** woe be to the world becauſe of of- 
% fences;” and © woe be to him by whom the 


* offence cometh.” The crimes of profeſled 


chriſtians render our holy religion odious and 
contemptible to millions in all the quarters of the 
globe; and give infidels their moſt plauſible argu- 
ments againſt it. The crimes of hypocrites, who 
contend for the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, 
prejudice the minds of multitudes in every part 
of this land: and, alas! the miſconduct of true be- 


levers, who do not feel ſufficiently the neceſſity 


of growing in grace, produce in a meaſure the 
ſame lamentable effects. We ought therefore 
to pray more for ourſelves and each other, that the 


Lord who hath ſet us apart for himſelt, would make 
us to be“ unto him for a name, and a praiſe; that 


our converſation may be ſuch as becometh the 
*« goſpel] of Chriſt; © that we may walk worthy 
« of God, who hath called us to his Kingdom and 
* glory;” and that we = put thoſe to ſhame and 
- 
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flence, who would ſpeak againſt us as evil. 


"4%. doers.” 


The apoſtle inſtructs Titus to exhort ſervants 
« to be obedient to their own maſters, and to 
5 pleaſe them well in all things, not 3 
-< again, not purloining, but ſhowing all goo 
* fidelity; that they may adorn the dodarine of 
* God our Samour in all things.” And the ſame 
argument is equally cogent in reſpect of ever 
holy diſpoſition and inſtance of good behaviour, 
in thoſe who profeſs the goſpel. Nothing indeed 
can add to the beauty and glory of divine truth, 
as it is in its own nature; but this can only be 
diſcerned by the ſpiritual mind; to the world 
in 8 it appears fooliſh and abſurd, and the 
miſconduct of profeſſors confirms deſpiſers in their 
proud contempt of it. But there is an excellency in 
a truly chriſtian temper and converſation, Which 
they are not hardy enough to deny, and of which 
they frequently have the fulleſt demonſtration, in 
the advantage or comfort they derive from it. 


One noiſy, imprudent, and inconſiſtent zealot 
for evangelical doctrines, who neither knows 
nor practiſes the duties of his ſtation, but is habi- 
tually guilty of manifeſt crimes or glaring impro- 
prieties, will expoſe the truth to the contempt of a 
whole family, village, or neighbourhood A 
ſingle chriſtian, matured in grace, according to 
the ſketch here given, notwithſtanding 1ncidental 
failures and manifold infirmities, of which he is 
_ humbly conſcious, will obtain a teſtimony in the 
conſciences of all his connections, and win upon 
their hearts; he will ſoften the prejudices, ſilence 
the reproaches, and live down the contempt of 
the circle in which he moves; and evangelical 
truth will acquire ſuch a reſpectability in a neigh- 
bourhood, where conſiſtent chriſtians are nume- 
rous, as none can properly conceive, who have 
not actually witneſſed it,—Every obſerver, how- 
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ever, knows, that ſuperficial diſputers about docs 
trines, miſbehaving themſelves in families, and 


neighbourhoods, furniſh numbers with a plauſible 


objection to the goſpel; and that the prudent, 


kind, and circumſpett believer often checks the 
progreſs of oppoſition, and diſpoſes his relatives 
and acquaintance to judge more favourably of the 
truth. | 


3. This muſt be allowed to have a powerful 
tendency to make known the ſalvation of Chriſt, 
All that love the goſpel deſire to ſpread it: 
but many attempt 1t in a very improper manner, 
thinking that they ought to diſpute for the truth 
with every body to whom they have acceſs, and 


that at all events they muſt become preachers of 


the word. No doubt it is very commendable to 
contend earneſtly for the truth; and what zealous 
chriſtian does not pray, that the Lord would in- 


creaſe an hundred fold the faithful miniſters of 
the goſpel, how many ſoever they be ?—But per- 
haps the cauſe of truth would be no loſer, if we 
had much leſs difputing, and even rather leſs 

preaching of /ome kends, provided we had more 


of thoſe, who preachto all around them in the ſilent 
energy of an holy life; after the manner, in which 


Peter exhorts wives to preach to their unbelieving 


huſbands, (1 Pet. iii. 1—7.) Every word that 


perſons of this character drop, whether of ſerious 
reproot and exhortation, or in ordinary diſcourfe. 
and every perſuaſion to read a book, or hear a 
ſermon, would have great weight, and in ſome 


inſtances ſucceſs: whilſt © Phyſician heal thy- 


*«* ſelf,” is a ſufficient anſwer to the moſt zealous 
unholy profeſſor. —Nay, it may reaſonably be 


fuppoſed, that a faithful miniſter of 21 Hender 
talents, who lives confiſtently with the holy doc- 
trine he delivers, and is attended by a few perſons, 
whoſe conduct do credit to the goſpel, will be 
more ſolidly and durably uſeful, than the mot 
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2 ſpeaker, who is either lax in his own con- 


utt, or ſurrounded by admirers who are a re- 
proach to his doctrine. 


It pleaſes God on ſome occaſions, to revive 


religion by numerous apparent converſions, and 


in a very rapid manner: yet this will ſoon die 
away, and continue at ok only for a lingle gene- 
ration, if holineſs do not fhine in the lives of 
profeſſors. But more commonly the cauſe of 
God diffuſes its influence like the leaven, and 
like the grain of muſtard-ſeed, almoſt inſenſibly 
from ſmall beginnings to a great increaſe. When 
the work is genuine, and the profeſſion accords 
to the ſpecimens given in the New Teſtament, 
the holy flame kindles from heart to heart, in fa- 
milies and neighbourhoods: and one after another 
is won over, even without the word, by the con- 


verſation of friends and relatives, while they 


behold and benefit by their conſiſtent conduct. 
This we ſhould defire and pray for in our ſeveral 
circles; and would we know the right method 
of ſucceding in it, we muſt * let our light ſhine be- 
“ fore men, that they may ſee our good works, 


and glorify our heavenly Father.“ 


4. It is alſo moſt defirable, that the know- 
1 of the goſpel fhould be continued to our 


poſterity. Holy men of God have always paid a 


reat regard to the religious intereſts of ſucceed- 
ing generations; and with this view, redoubled 
their diligent and zealous endeavours, when they 


were about to leave the world, —Thus Moſes, | 


Joſhua, David, Paul and Peter, had the fame 
mind in them, which was alſo an Chriſt Jeſus. 
The true believer longs eſpecially, that his chil- 


dren and children's children, with thoſe of his 


relatives and friends, may from generation to 
generation be the ſupports and ornaments of the 
goſpel. In condeſcending regard to ſuch defires, 


the Lord hath mentioned theſe bleſſings in the 
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covenant he makes with us, aſſuring us that it is 


intended“ for our good and for that of our chil» 
'+ dren after us:“ yet none, but ſuch chriſtians as 
have been deſcribed, can reaſonably expect to be 
thus favoured. Their example and inſtructions, 
their teſtimony for God and his truth, living and 
dying; and the reputation. they often acquire 
alter death, however {lighted before, plead power- 
fully in behalf of religion, in the conſciences 
of thoſe whom they leave behind. As 
they have honoured God, he will thus honour 
them, by anſwering their prayers and proſ- 
pering their endeavours: and if they leave 
any of: their children or beloved relatives in an 


unconverted ſtate, they may even at their depar- 


ture poſſeſs a peaceful hope, that the Lord will 
yet think upon them for good, and at length 
gather them into his fold, perhaps by means of 
their dying exhortations. In general, however, 
it is certain, that chriſtianity ok this kind is not 
eafily or ſpeedily ee : the fruit produced 
by ſuch believers, as have here been imperfectly 


deſcribed, will remain in its effects, from gene- 


ration to generation; and indeed, in one reſpect or 
another, to the end of the world and to all eternity. 
% All the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in 
„ him,” ſaith the Lord concerning Abraham; 


„ for I know him that he will command his chil- 


© dren arid his houſhold after him, and they 
„ ſhall keep the way of the Lord to do juſtice 
„and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon 
« Abraham that which he hath ſpoten of lim.“ 
(Gen. xviii. 18, 19.) | 


5. Growth in grace is peculiarly deſirable, in 


order that we may poſſeſs an aſſured hope and 


ſtrong conſolation at the approach of death. This 
laſt enemy is indeed the king of terrors, in his 
original nature and conſequences: and though he 
is difarmed of his ſting, when he approaches as 
a friend to releaſe the belieyer from his uneaſy 
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fituation in this evil world, and convey him to 
his Father's houſe, yet our nature is apt to recoil; 


and when faith and hope waver, we cannot but 


look forward to the ſolemn ſeaſon with trembling * 
anxiety. Indeed, were we ſure of having one 
day of ſpiritual light and comfort, and no more, 

mo our continuance on earth, it would be 
very deſirable to reſerve that cordial for this laſt 
ſeaſon of conflict. But a looſe and flothful con- 
duct, even if groſs fins are avoided, prepares 
diſtreſs for the cloſing ſcene; and the chriſtian 
who habitually yields to indolence, or, in other 
words, does not grow in grace, makes, as it were, 


an aſhignation with terror to meet him on his 


death-bed. While, on the other hand, evangelical 
principles, a © converſation becoming our pro- 


. * feſhon,” and diligence in our proper work and in 


the great buſineſs of religion, conſtitute an habi- 
tual and actual preparation for that ſolemn ſcene. 
Our loins are thus girded, our lamps burning,. 


and we are-hke men who are waiting for the com- 
ing of their Lord. We may not indeed before- 


hand be able wholly to diſcard our apprehenſions; 
nor ought we to perplex ourſelves on that ac- 
count: but we are indiſputably ſafe; and at 


Whatever time, or manner we may be ſummoned 


hence, that day will not overtake us a thief, with 
terrible ſurpriſe, or fatal conſequences, but we 
mall be graciouſly addreſſed in theſe -moſt 
condeſcending words, © Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
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| a It would be wholly ſuperfluous to ſpeak par- 
ticularly concerning t 


e day of judgment in this 
enquiry; but we may very properly cloſe it with 
the apoſtle's words to the Philippians; © Be 


* blameleſs and harmleſs, as the ſons of God, 


* Without rebuke in the midſt ofa crooked and 


"7 hg generation; among whom ſhine ye as 
t4 


ights in the world; holding forth the word oft 


ET | 
* life; that T may rejoice in the day of Chriſt 
* that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in 
* vain.” (Phil. ii. 15, 16.) . 


- 
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If the things we have confidered, be indeed the 
principles of the goſpel reduced to practice, and 
accord to their genuine tendency, what an 
. excellent religion is chriſtianity! how baſe muſt 

they be, who oppoſe, inſult, and reproach it, for 
the faults of many of its profeſſors! and how inex« 
cuſeable are thoſe perſons who give them ſuch an 


occaſion It is indeed a moſt palpable falſchood - 


to pretend that the doctrines of grace diminiſh our 
obligations to obedience, or ſuperſede the neceſ- 
ſity of good works: but the holy lives of thoſe 
who embrace them is the beſt, and in fa& the 
only effectual confutation of this flander.—If then 
the advantages and conſequences of growth in 
grace be ſo important, and the nature of it ſo 
evident, little need be ſaid concerning the wa 

in which we ought to ſeek ſo great and deſirable 
a bleſſing. The motives and encouragements of 
the goſpel are abundantly ſufficient, to animate 
thoſe who duly attend to them: we have free 
acceſs to the throne of grace; exceedingly great 
and precious promiſes to plead with our merciful 


God and Father, and an inexhauſtible fulnefs 


from which to draw all things “ pertaining to 
* life and godlineſs.” We are directed and 
commanded to * aſk and receive, that our joy 
** may be full:” God hath appointed various 
means, which he hath engaged to render effectual 
to all thoſe who diligently attend on them in 


humble faith; and every perſon may ſoon learn 


for himſelf, if he duly watch, and keep his own 
heart, what employments or companions prove 
helps or hindrances to his ſoul, in this grand 
concern. Could we therefore ſucceed in con- 
vincing men that it is poſſible even in this world, 
to arrive at degrees of ſpirituality, fruitfulneſs, 

and ſtability, far beyond what is commonly 
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is their bounden duty to 


* things which are before: that they have great 


cauſe for deep humiliation, on account of their 
unfruitfulneſs in times paſt, and yet ought not to 
be diſcouraged from expecting more effectual help 


in their future endeavours: if, I ſay, men could 


be thus induced, heartily to ſet themſelves to ſeek 


and pray for more abundant ta in grace, as 
the moſt important and defirable of all bleſſings: 
there can be no doubt, but they would make 
reater progreſs, than they generally do. Yet it 
ould alſo be obſerved, that chriftians would not 


therefore become better ſatisfied with them- 


ſelves, or their attainments; perhaps, through 
ſelf-acquaintance, tenderneſs of conſcience, and 
deep humility, they might not be ſenſible of mak- 
ing any advances in grace: and aſſuredly they 
will more and more hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, til] they come to the fountain 
above, when they ſhall drink, and thirſt no more 
for ever. But to ſuch perſons the words of the 
apoſtle are peculiarly ſuitable and encouraging. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ſte fat 
« unmoveable, always abeunding in the work of 
« the Lord: foraſmuch as ye know, that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.“ (1 Cor. 


xv. 58.) © Now the God of peace, that brought 


« again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great 
« Shepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the 
«« everlaſting covenant, make us perfect in every 
„ good work to do his will, working in us that 
« which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through 


«« Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be glory, tor ever and 
« ever. Amen.” G JU 062 


THE END, 
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